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Well, the nights are drawing in and the heating has been on for some time in our
house, much to the dismay of my other half who never seems to feel the cold!

I would like to welcome Aly Jones back onto the Parish Council. I know that Aly is very
happy to be part of the team again and we look forward to working with her.

Good news - the proposed speeding measures for Wellow have now finally been
agreed and work should be starting within the next few weeks. Hopefully the new
signage and village gateways will go some way towards helping to reduce the number
of drivers speeding in and around the village.  It is, however, really important that
Residents observe the limits and drive carefully and cautiously as, unfortunately, we
know that it isn’t only drivers from outside the village who are causing the problems.

I am delighted to report that we have just received notification that our Funding Bid
through the Test Valley Borough Council Community Asset Fund towards the major
works proposed at Hatches Farm has been successful and the Council has been
awarded the full sum applied for of £23,500 towards a complete renovation of the
Hatches Farm Car Park.  Grateful thanks obviously go to TVBC for this funding as-
sistance which, together with other monies raised, now makes up the necessary
funds to allow us to go ahead with this project in the near future.

With traffic in mind, the wooden gates at the entrance to Hatches Farm Sports
Ground have been removed and replaced with a ‘restricted height barrier’.  Once the
proposed car park renovation work has been completed, the area will be made avail-
able for parents to use when dropping off and collecting their children from Wellow
School.  The whole point of opening up Hatches Farm Car Park is to help alleviate
the very real vehicular problems being experienced almost every day in and around
the School vicinity and also to assist neighbouring residents who often experience
difficulties getting in and out of their driveways due to vehicles blocking the entranc-
es.

Following on with Hatches Farm, I am really pleased to report that club house used by
Wellow Youth Football Club will soon be undergoing a refurbishment which includes
a complete re-cladding of the exterior of the building and a new roof.  The building has
been looking very tired and certainly doesn’t reflect the fantastic efforts being made by
the Club which now has in excess of 240 youth members!

Finally I would like to thank all those Councillors who continue to work so hard on
many different projects and working groups and also a much deserved thank you to
Sharon and Karen who not only run the Parish Office, but also provide such an
important link between residents, Councillors and the many outside bodies that we
deal with on a day to day basis.

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year, hopefully shared with family and friends.  As always, if you would like to discuss
any particular issues, please contact the Parish Office or individual Councillors.

Message from the Chair

On Saturday, 19th October, Cllrs Mike and Sue
Jones and Ed and Gaye Chesterton-Kay took
on the job of clearing and tidying up Canada
Corner on the A36 where a Memorial Cross
dedicated to a Mr William Coope Walke stands.
The whole area had become very overgrown
with brambles and other encroaching shrub-
bery and needed some TLC to once again
reflect its place in Wellow’s history.

A serious road accident at Canada Corner on
the 9th February 1911 was the first fatality in
Hampshire involving a vehicle powered by an
internal combustion engine.  The Inquest was
held at the Red Rover Inn.  The roadside
memorial, a wooden cross, was provided by
the people of Wellow to honour the memory of
the passenger who was tragically killed in his
friend’s motorcar.

The inscription on the cross reads ‘Here died
William Coope Walke on the ninth day of Feb-
ruary 1911 in the thirty – sixth year of his age’.

For many years afterwards, in springtime, flow-
ers appeared by the cross thought to have
been placed there, unseen, by his fiancée.

Once the area had been cut back and cleared,
spring bulbs (daffodils and crocuses) were
planted around the memorial, which will hope-
fully emerge next Spring.

The Memorial Cross
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WELLOW COMMON AND
FOOTPATHS
The recent heavy rains are once again
turning Wellow Common back into its
usual winter sogginess after the long dry
summer. However it’s not all bad as the
continuing warmth has resulted in a won-
derful array of mushrooms. They are
probably coming to the end now but if
you do spot any please do not pick them
but leave them for others to enjoy and
remember some can be very poisonous.

Ragwort Jacobean vulgaris was not too
much of a problem this year but as it is
toxic and has the potential to cause live-
stock poisoning it was pulled regularly by
one of the Councillors and some willing
volunteers. If anyone would like to help
out next year please register your inter-
est with the Parish Clerk. It is a great way
to get a breath of fresh air and enjoy the
Common.

Summer on the Common was quiet and
although there was a report of barbecues
none were evidenced. However pictorial
signs have been erected at all three
parking areas to remind everyone that
cycling, barbeques and camping are not
permitted anywhere on the Common.
Unfortunately there have been a few
instances of fly tipping around the Mon-
key Jump car park. The cost of removing
the unsightly mess falls to the Parish
Council as the landowner, so if anyone
sees anything suspicious please report it
to the Parish Council or Test Valley Bor-
ough Council.

Hampshire County Council cuts back the
vegetation on several of our footpaths
during the summer as part of their annual
maintenance programme. In addition
some Councillors armed with sturdy gar-
dening gloves cut back grass and bram-
bles from many of the paths and cleared
the ditch on footpath 17, Maury’s Lane to
Gazing Lane. The brambles blocking the
entrance to footpath 8 on Broad Woods
Lane have been cleared and the path
restored.

A sustainable future for Wellow
Over the past few months the UK Parliament and both Hampshire County Council
(HCC) and Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) have declared climate emergen-
cies. HCC’s aim is to make Hampshire more resilient to changes already coming
and mitigate future climate change through reducing carbon emissions.

Wellow is situated on the edge of the New Forest National Park, which is recognised
as one of Europe’s most sensitive ecological areas, a wetland of International
importance and a major tourist area with visitors from around the globe.

The river Blackwater that flows through Wellow is also an area of high ecological
importance. Otters are often found along the river and the Blackwater is viewed by
the Salmon & Trout Association as one of the most important spawning rivers in the
south of England for sea trout. Along the Blackwater wild life corridor we also have
Parliaments of owls, six types of bats including the rare Barbastelle Bat, Sparrow
Hawks, Kites, Buzzards, Kingfishers, Voles, Badgers, several types of deer and
many types of invertebrates.

At Wellow Parish Council we understand the importance of protecting our local
ecology and environment. On planning applications we have been supporting the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust initiative of Biodiversity Net Gain which
is an approach to development that leaves biodiversity in a better state than before.
By speaking directly to planning applicants and developers we have successfully
achieved more trees to be planted and ponds installed on the applicants land.

However much more is needed to be done and there is an urgency to act now. In
Wellow we want to be proactive, therefore over the next few months we will be
seeking funding for a tree planting initiative. We will be looking to plant on Council
owned land as well as speaking to and encouraging landowners and residents to
plant as many trees in Wellow as we can. A recent government report has suggest-
ed that 48 million new trees need to be planted in the UK each year.

As you will probably have seen and heard, the planting of wildflowers in and around
villages is being discussed and, in some cases, actively promoted by local Councils.
Wildflowers are a critical habitat for pollinators, beneficial to most insects and
wildlife and are important for ecosystem function and pollination.  The Parish
Council has been asked by some residents to consider planting wildflowers along
verges within the Parish and village itself.  This idea was actually discussed a while
ago and proved to be quite emotive with some residents liking the idea of wildflower
planting along the verges and others against the idea, wanting them to be mowed
and maintained throughout the year.  We would welcome your views, whether you
are for or against the idea – please e-mail the Parish Council at
(clerk@wellowparish.org.uk).



Wellow Parish Neighbourhood Plan - Housing Need
Survey 2019
Following the Wellow Neighbourhood Plan survey, one of the next steps is to assess the
need for housing in the Parish now and in the future. In order to do this Action Hampshire
are working with the Wellow Neighbourhood Plan Group, Wellow Parish Council and
Test Valley Borough Council to undertake an independent housing need survey in the
Parish. The survey seeks to obtain information about the current and future need for all
different types of housing in Wellow. The survey results will be used to produce a report
and will provide evidence for the Neighbourhood Plan regarding housing policy.
We are keen to hear from all Wellow households. We want to obtain your views on
housing in the Parish and understand if further housing may be required both now and
in the future by you, or other members of your family/household.

The Housing Need Survey will soon be posted to all households in the Parish.

The information that you provide will remain confidential. The information obtained will
only be used to produce a report for the Parish Council and for the purposes of the
Neighbourhood Plan. The data obtained will be anonymised and will only be shown in
summary or generalised statistical form.
If you have any questions about the survey please contact Mags Wylie, Action Hamp-
shire, 01962 857361 info.rhe@actionhampshire.org

This is your chance to have your say and influence the Neighbourhood Plan,
please make sure that you complete and return the survey.

Contact your Councillors
Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair to the Council), 01794 323737,
cllrgchesterton@wellowparish.org.uk

Ed Chesterton-Kay, 01794 323737, cllrechesterton@wellowparish.org.uk

Alan Clark, 01794 323024, cllraclark@wellowparish.org.uk

Christopher Craig, 07788 113 544, cllrccraig@wellowparish.org.uk

Aly Jones, 07748 453347, cllrajones@wellowparish.org.uk

Mike Jones (Vice Chair), 01794 322079, cllrmjones@wellowparish.org.uk

Sue Jones, 01794 322079, cllrsjones@wellowparish.org.uk

Richard Light, 07968 623 040, cllrrlight@wellowparish.org.uk

Rich Millard, 01794 323635, cllrrmillard@wellowparish.org.uk

Charles Payne, 07504 573 803, cllrcpayne@wellowparish.org.uk

Philip Stehr, 01794 323275, cllrpstehr@wellowparish.org.uk

Clerk of The Year
We are very proud to announce that our
Clerk, Sharon Whitehouse, won the
Hampshire Clerk of the Year 2019
Award at the Hampshire Association of
Local Councils AGM held on Saturday,
9th November.  Sharon thoroughly de-
serves this accolade which not only rec-
ognises the outstanding work that she
does for the Council but also her highly
professional and unending support of us
individual Councillors.  Congratulations
and well done Sharon!

Upcoming Meetings

Planning & General Purposes Meeting

2nd December, 6:45 PM, Wellow Village Hall

Parish Council Meeting
2nd December, 7:15 PM, Wellow Village Hall

Planning & General Purposes Meeting

13th January, 6:45 PM, Wellow Village Hall

Parish Council Meeting
13th January, 7:15 PM, Wellow Village Hall

Planning & General Purposes Meeting

3rd February, 6:45 PM, Wellow Village Hall

Parish Council Meeting
3rd February, 7:15 PM, Wellow Village Hall

Your Council website provides information
on everything we do, including Councillor
details, dates of meetings, agendas, min-
utes, finance, Parish Council policies, local
organisations’ details, current events and
much more.  In printed form, this Newslet-
ter is intended to complement the website

https://www.wellowparish.org.uk/

mailto:cllrccraig@wellowparish.org.uk


WELLOW YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

Wellow & Plaitford Cricket Club
Ladies: Friendly Results 2019: Having played 4 friendlies, we won 3 and lost 1, games were played in a great spirit with some really exciting

cricket in all 4 games. Ladies Winter cricket; Hythe and Dibden will host an indoor  league starting at the end of October on a Sunday

evening. Each team will play every 3-4 weeks between October and Easter. We will play two matches during the evening, four pairs, three

overs each.

Mens Cricket: W&PCC won the Regional North West division 1 in style; having played 12 games and lost none; therefore, gaining

automatic promotion to county division 4 with an average of 22.67 UTW.

The Tuesday night side (Border league) came third in their respective league, narrowly missing out on promotion, the last game was a real

nail biter with the result deciding the league winners.

All stars: With a total of 18 signed up for ECB led "All Stars Cricket" which is aimed at 5-8 year olds. This is a fun way to introduce children

to the sport, information is just a click away https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars/faqs

U9's: Our U9's this season played in non-competitive matches and had a mixed season due to the lack of structure within the league set

up, however they enjoyed their season and we look forward to some of the all stars coming up in this category

U11's: Ran out comprehensive winners of the U11 New Forest Junior cricket league North having played and won all 7 matches with an

finishing average of 15, they went on to win the overall U11's title due to their opponents not attending the arranged final day due to a

communication error.

U13's: Came a very respectable 4th in the U13 New Forest Junior cricket league North having played 6 matches and won 3 of them,

finishing with an average of 12.33. Please contact us for any further information at  https://www.wellow-plaitfordcc.com/

Wellow YFC, an FA Charter Standard Club
Wellow Youth Football is a small, friendly, "FA Charter Standard" club which believes in trying to provide football opportunities for all

abilities. We run regular Saturday morning training sessions at our home ground of Hatches Farm Sports Ground between the times of

9am and 11am. All boys and girls are welcome to participate, even if they do not wish to become part of our squads. For all details of how

to join, please contact us using the details on the contact page of our website https://www.wellowyfc.co.uk/.

Sports News
Lots of life at Wellow Tennis Club
Summer warmth and sunshine is a distant memory for Wellow Tennis Club members following the recent rain and storms. But it
was a memorable and successful summer for the club with over 75 matches played in various leagues against clubs from as far
afield as Lymington, Ryde, Chichester and Chalke Valley. The club had some great successes with their ladies team gaining promo-
tion to Division 2 of the Hants & IoW league and their A & B teams in the Sarum Mixed League both finishing as runners-up. For a
club with just over 70 members these and other successes are a real achievement.

But there’s much more to the Tennis Club than league matches. There’s lots of social tennis with the sessions on a Saturday morn-
ing during the winter proving very popular. During the summer the monthly barbecues on a Friday evening have attracted a lot of
interest. The club has also run a number of internal tournaments for its members including its very successful annual Fred Hodges
tournament – Fred was an ex-Olympian who was a member of the tennis club for many years and continued playing into his nine-
ties. This year the tournament was sponsored by local business Creative Images and the photo shows Chris Huffam from the spon-
sors and the two winners of this year’s trophy – Cathy Tarvin and Andy Hart.
Over the winter the club is hoping to introduce a new coaching scheme to appeal to players of all abilities including juniors and adult
beginners. It also has a busy fixture list of over 50 league matches between October and March with social tennis on Thursday and
Saturday mornings. If you would like to find out more have a look at the club website https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WellowTennisClub
or contact our club secretary Simone Arnott on arnottsds@gmail.com.

A survey in Denmark last year showed that playing tennis on average was linked to almost 10 added years of life compared with a
sedentary life style. So why not get that racket out, have some fun and make the most out of life!


