
 

WELLOW ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – MINUTES 
Wellow Village Hall: Wednesday 24th April 2019 at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Cllr Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair), Cllr Ed Chesterton-Kay, Cllr Alan Clark, Cllrs Mike and 

Sue Jones, Cllr Trevor Grant, Cllr Richard Light, Cllr Rich Millard, Cllr John Sampson, Cllr 
Phil Stehr 

Attending: Cllr Nick Adams-King, Cllr Gordon Bailey (arrived at 7.50pm part way through the 
Neighbourhood Plan update), Cllr Roy Perry (arrived prior to item 7b Parish Accounts), Sharon 
Whitehouse (Clerk) – Minutes. 
Apologies: None 
CC (for information only): Romsey Police 
 
  
ITEM   PUBLIC SESSION 

Displays were provided by the Neighbourhood Plan Group, Wellow Lunch Club, Wellow Tennis 
Club, Wellow First Responders and by the Parish Council for Wellow Common, Footpaths, 
proposals for Speeding Measures in the village and photos of the Sounding Arch in Ryedown 
Lane.  Doors opened to the public from 6.30pm. Parishioners were welcomed and provided 
with a copy of the annual report to read in advance of the start of the meeting.  Attendees 
had the opportunity to walk around displays and speak to Parish Councillors informally about 
any concerns or ideas they might have. 

 
001 APOLOGIES 

As above.  In addition, special apologies were received from Cllr Perry and Cllr Bailey who both 
arrived later due to commitments with other Council meetings. 

 
002 DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

Cllr Adams-King opened by confirming that various grants had been handed out to 
organisations in the Parish by Test Valley Councillors over the last year, including Wellow 
School, the Village Hall for new chairs, funding towards the cost of the defibrillator to be 
installed at the Red Rover Public House and to the Parish Council for the cricket pavilion. 
 
He reported that there have been two main areas of focus for the Borough Council in recent 
months; Planning and preparation of the Local Plan.  He referred to the growth in 
development in the Parish, specifically referring to the development in Maurys Lane and 
residents’ complaints about damage to grass verges. Help has come from Cllr Perry - HCC has 
promised to ensure that the damage will be made good. 
 
Other key points: 

• No increase by Test Valley Borough Council in its precept for 2019/2020.  
• Successful investment in commercial properties has helped the Borough Council to 

replace money lost from the Government.  
• Parking charges in Romsey have been held to help make the town centre more 

vibrant.   
• In the last 18 months there has been a crack down on fly-tipping in the Borough and if 

possible, they will prosecute. 
 
Test Valley Councillors are beginning to look at developing its Local Plan and Cllr Adams-King 
stressed the importance of Wellow’s Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Adams-King indicated that the 
Borough wishes to maintain the character of its rural villages and provision for older residents 
wishing to downsize is a consideration.  A comment was made by a member of the public that 



 

not only smaller properties were required for downsizing, but affordable housing is needed 
for the younger generations. 
Cllr Adams-King then took questions and answered queries on facilities at Bunny Lane (HCC 
managed), recycling in Test Valley – why isn’t food waste collected separately?  A question 
was also asked about the property recent built on the corner of School Road and Cllr Adams-
King gave a brief precis on problems with enforcement in Planning law. 
 
Cllr Roy Perry arrived towards the end of the formal part of the meeting and gave his report 
based on a power point presentation outlining HCC services for 2018/2019, which can be 
found on the Parish website. 

 
003 Minutes of the Meeting 25th April 2018 

RESOLVED:  It was resolved by all Members present that the Minutes of 25th April 2018 be 
signed by the Chair as a true and accurate record. 

  
004  Presentation by WELLOW FIRST RESPONDERS – Mr Ian Taylor 

Mr Ian Taylor’s power point presentation about the work of Wellow First Responders is 
available on the Parish Council’s website.  Residents learnt about the importance of early 
action in response to cardiac arrest, specifically CPR.  Mr Taylor was seeking volunteers to join 
the First Responders.  In addition, he wanted to encourage as many people as possible to take 
part in defib familiarisation classes being run by the Wellow First Responders in the Village 
Hall in June and July. 
 

005 Presentation by the CHAIR, Cllr Gaye Chesterton-Kay on Speeding in the Village 
 The Chair of the Parish Council referred to the ongoing problems with speeding in the village 

and advised parishioners that work on implementing the speeding measures agreed with 
Hampshire County Council is likely to commence in the Autumn.  The Parish Council had 
recently received the outline design proposals of gateways etc. and details of the location of 
the gateways etc. was as displayed. 

 
006 Presentation by the NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP – Cllr Trevor Grant  

Cllr Grant gave an update on progress made on the Neighbourhood Plan since last year’s 
meeting.  The survey has been completed and an executive summary has been made available 
to all residents.  Cllr Grant shared the themes and vision drafted and asked attendees to 
complete the questionnaire left on seats to help shape the Neighbourhood Plan.  He appealed 
for volunteers with specific skills, saying that the team would be happy to welcome new 
members to help with the next stage of the plan. Cllr Grant wished to record thanks to the 
team for all the hard work that has been put into the plan so far.  

  
007 ANNUAL REPORT 
  a) A summary of the Wellow Parish Council Annual Report attached was given by Cllr 

Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair).     
  b)   2018/19 Parish Accounts attached (Appendix 1 & 2) were presented by the Clerk as 

a provisional set of accounts to be finally audited in May. The accounts will be 
available for public inspection from 24th June until 2nd August 2019 in line with 
statutory requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

008 PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 Q.  Regarding ownership of the Common and risks to the grant going forward, has the Parish 

Council considered handing the Common over to another organisation to manage? 
 A.  Cllr Sampson replied that the Parish Council had not considered this as an option so far 

although talks had been held with the National Trust to see if we could benefit from their 
expertise in managing the Common, as they already look after most of the common land 
bordering Wellow Common. 

 Q.  What can the Parish Council do about the large lorries using Slab Lane as a route to the 
strawberry farm? 

A.  Cllr Clark acknowledged that the Parish Council was aware of this issue and has raised 
increased traffic flow and specifically use by large articulated vehicles on our country lanes 
as a concern on many planning responses to Test Valley Borough Council.  Furthermore, 
the infrastructure of some of the village roads has been questioned but Hampshire 
Highways has deemed them safe and fit for use by these vehicles. Cllr Adams-King 
confirmed that the Police and Hampshire Highways say the lane can support the traffic 
movements. 

 Q.  Why can’t we have village gateways on the A36? 
 A.  The Chair replied because the A36 is managed by Highways England separate approvals are 

needed.  The Council felt it was best to take the ‘easy wins’ first before considering 
possible further measures to tackle speeding problems.   

 Q.  The Neighbourhood Plan talks about facilities and amenities in the Village, what can the 
Parish Council do about the closure of the post office, as there’s a need for somewhere for 
people to be able to meet and socialise. 

 A.  A resident replied to advise the audience that the Post Office took the decision to close the 
branch in Wellow at very short notice and it’s highly unlikely that the decision will be 
reversed.   

 
 
 
 

THERE WERE NO FURTHER QUESTIONS 
 
 
 
The Meeting Closed at 9.20pm 
 
 
 

Public participation at this meeting: approximately 55 Parishioners attended 
 
 
 


