WELLOW ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – MINUTES
Wellow Village Hall: Wednesday 24th April 2019 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllr Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair), Cllr Ed Chesterton-Kay, Cllr Alan Clark, Cllrs Mike and
Sue Jones, Cllr Trevor Grant, Cllr Richard Light, Cllr Rich Millard, Cllr John Sampson, Cllr
Phil Stehr
Attending: Cllr Nick Adams-King, Cllr Gordon Bailey (arrived at 7.50pm part way through the
Neighbourhood Plan update), Cllr Roy Perry (arrived prior to item 7b Parish Accounts), Sharon
Whitehouse (Clerk) – Minutes.
Apologies: None
CC (for information only): Romsey Police
ITEM PUBLIC SESSION
Displays were provided by the Neighbourhood Plan Group, Wellow Lunch Club, Wellow Tennis
Club, Wellow First Responders and by the Parish Council for Wellow Common, Footpaths,
proposals for Speeding Measures in the village and photos of the Sounding Arch in Ryedown
Lane. Doors opened to the public from 6.30pm. Parishioners were welcomed and provided
with a copy of the annual report to read in advance of the start of the meeting. Attendees
had the opportunity to walk around displays and speak to Parish Councillors informally about
any concerns or ideas they might have.
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APOLOGIES
As above. In addition, special apologies were received from Cllr Perry and Cllr Bailey who both
arrived later due to commitments with other Council meetings.
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DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Cllr Adams-King opened by confirming that various grants had been handed out to
organisations in the Parish by Test Valley Councillors over the last year, including Wellow
School, the Village Hall for new chairs, funding towards the cost of the defibrillator to be
installed at the Red Rover Public House and to the Parish Council for the cricket pavilion.
He reported that there have been two main areas of focus for the Borough Council in recent
months; Planning and preparation of the Local Plan. He referred to the growth in
development in the Parish, specifically referring to the development in Maurys Lane and
residents’ complaints about damage to grass verges. Help has come from Cllr Perry - HCC has
promised to ensure that the damage will be made good.
Other key points:
• No increase by Test Valley Borough Council in its precept for 2019/2020.
• Successful investment in commercial properties has helped the Borough Council to
replace money lost from the Government.
• Parking charges in Romsey have been held to help make the town centre more
vibrant.
• In the last 18 months there has been a crack down on fly-tipping in the Borough and if
possible, they will prosecute.
Test Valley Councillors are beginning to look at developing its Local Plan and Cllr Adams-King
stressed the importance of Wellow’s Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Adams-King indicated that the
Borough wishes to maintain the character of its rural villages and provision for older residents
wishing to downsize is a consideration. A comment was made by a member of the public that

not only smaller properties were required for downsizing, but affordable housing is needed
for the younger generations.
Cllr Adams-King then took questions and answered queries on facilities at Bunny Lane (HCC
managed), recycling in Test Valley – why isn’t food waste collected separately? A question
was also asked about the property recent built on the corner of School Road and Cllr AdamsKing gave a brief precis on problems with enforcement in Planning law.
Cllr Roy Perry arrived towards the end of the formal part of the meeting and gave his report
based on a power point presentation outlining HCC services for 2018/2019, which can be
found on the Parish website.
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Minutes of the Meeting 25th April 2018
RESOLVED: It was resolved by all Members present that the Minutes of 25th April 2018 be
signed by the Chair as a true and accurate record.
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Presentation by WELLOW FIRST RESPONDERS – Mr Ian Taylor
Mr Ian Taylor’s power point presentation about the work of Wellow First Responders is
available on the Parish Council’s website. Residents learnt about the importance of early
action in response to cardiac arrest, specifically CPR. Mr Taylor was seeking volunteers to join
the First Responders. In addition, he wanted to encourage as many people as possible to take
part in defib familiarisation classes being run by the Wellow First Responders in the Village
Hall in June and July.
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Presentation by the CHAIR, Cllr Gaye Chesterton-Kay on Speeding in the Village
The Chair of the Parish Council referred to the ongoing problems with speeding in the village
and advised parishioners that work on implementing the speeding measures agreed with
Hampshire County Council is likely to commence in the Autumn. The Parish Council had
recently received the outline design proposals of gateways etc. and details of the location of
the gateways etc. was as displayed.
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Presentation by the NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP – Cllr Trevor Grant
Cllr Grant gave an update on progress made on the Neighbourhood Plan since last year’s
meeting. The survey has been completed and an executive summary has been made available
to all residents. Cllr Grant shared the themes and vision drafted and asked attendees to
complete the questionnaire left on seats to help shape the Neighbourhood Plan. He appealed
for volunteers with specific skills, saying that the team would be happy to welcome new
members to help with the next stage of the plan. Cllr Grant wished to record thanks to the
team for all the hard work that has been put into the plan so far.
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ANNUAL REPORT
a) A summary of the Wellow Parish Council Annual Report attached was given by Cllr
Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair).
b) 2018/19 Parish Accounts attached (Appendix 1 & 2) were presented by the Clerk as
a provisional set of accounts to be finally audited in May. The accounts will be
available for public inspection from 24th June until 2nd August 2019 in line with
statutory requirements.
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Q. Regarding ownership of the Common and risks to the grant going forward, has the Parish
Council considered handing the Common over to another organisation to manage?
A. Cllr Sampson replied that the Parish Council had not considered this as an option so far
although talks had been held with the National Trust to see if we could benefit from their
expertise in managing the Common, as they already look after most of the common land
bordering Wellow Common.
Q. What can the Parish Council do about the large lorries using Slab Lane as a route to the
strawberry farm?
A. Cllr Clark acknowledged that the Parish Council was aware of this issue and has raised
increased traffic flow and specifically use by large articulated vehicles on our country lanes
as a concern on many planning responses to Test Valley Borough Council. Furthermore,
the infrastructure of some of the village roads has been questioned but Hampshire
Highways has deemed them safe and fit for use by these vehicles. Cllr Adams-King
confirmed that the Police and Hampshire Highways say the lane can support the traffic
movements.
Q. Why can’t we have village gateways on the A36?
A. The Chair replied because the A36 is managed by Highways England separate approvals are
needed. The Council felt it was best to take the ‘easy wins’ first before considering
possible further measures to tackle speeding problems.
Q. The Neighbourhood Plan talks about facilities and amenities in the Village, what can the
Parish Council do about the closure of the post office, as there’s a need for somewhere for
people to be able to meet and socialise.
A. A resident replied to advise the audience that the Post Office took the decision to close the
branch in Wellow at very short notice and it’s highly unlikely that the decision will be
reversed.

THERE WERE NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

The Meeting Closed at 9.20pm

Public participation at this meeting: approximately 55 Parishioners attended
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1.

Introduction

This Report highlights the main activities of the Parish Council 2018/2019.
Your Wellow Parish Councillors are:
Cllr Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair)
Cllr Edmund Chesterton-Kay
Cllr Alan Clark
Cllr Trevor Grant
Cllr Aly Jones
Cllr Mike Jones (Vice Chair)
Cllr Sue Jones
Cllr Richard Light
Cllr Rich Millard
Cllr John Sampson
Cllr Philip Stehr
A full list of Councillors’ responsibilities is attached to this report and can also be
viewed on the Parish website at www.wellowparish.org.uk
The Parish Council advertised a vacancy on the Council earlier last year and
following due process, Cllr Richard Light was co-opted onto the team. As most of
you will already be aware, following the resignation of Harmeet Singh Brar in August
2018, a by-election took place in November and, as a result, Cllr Aly Jones
subsequently joined the Parish Council. Cllr John Sampson has decided not to stand
for the forthcoming elections, so I would like to take this opportunity to thank John for
all his hard work on behalf of Wellow residents.

2.

Parish Council Activities

Re-design/renovation of Hatches Farm Sports Ground Car Park
Throughout the past year, the Council has been focusing on several projects
including a major re-design and overhaul of the Hatches Farm car park. Hatches
Farm sports ground is home to both Wellow Youth Football Club and Wellow Tennis
Club. The Football Club now has well over 200 members and the Tennis Club
around 70. This huge increase in numbers has identified that the current car park
provision is woefully inadequate, along with the fact that the car park desperately
needs resurfacing and draining (in this past year, during particularly bad weather,
several vehicles became stuck and had to be towed out!).
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With the above in mind, quotations were sought for a new design which will allow for
a further 25 to 30 extra parking spaces, the installation of a path leading to the top
tennis courts and a complete renovation of the car park surface. It is also intended
to remove the wooden gates at the entrance to the car park and replace them with
an overhead barrier which will mean that the car park can be made available to
parents dropping off and collecting their children from Wellow Primary School each
day, thus alleviating some of the problems currently being experienced along that
stretch of Romsey Road.
Quotations for this work are in the region of £55,000 and although the Parish Council
has some funding available for this project, it will not be nearly enough to cover the
total cost. A Funding Grant application has therefore been submitted to Test Valley
Borough Council under their Community Asset Fund initiative to match fund this
project – we are currently awaiting the outcome of this application.
The Council is also considering measures to alleviate the flooding problems on the
football pitches which have been getting worse year on year. This will be looked at
in more detail once the car park project has been completed.

Wellow Cricket Pavilion
After tremendous community effort the new Pavilion was officially opened by Cllr Roy
Perry, Leader of Hampshire County Council, on Saturday 2nd June, in time for the
start of the 2018 cricket season. The final financial statement (see appendix A)
provides a breakdown of costs, together with the different sources of funding
secured to pay for the project. What this doesn’t reflect or quantify are the man
hours provided for free by a handful of volunteers which ensured that the project was
completed within budget, or the deals obtained from local suppliers on fixtures and
fittings to help keep costs down. For example, Howdens Kitchens in Southampton
who originally quoted £2,500 for the kitchen units etc., upon finding out that the
budget only ran to £500, reduced their quote to £500 and then donated £500 to the
project from one of their client’s charitable donation. This, along with many other
donations of either items or personal time, made all the difference and contributed
hugely to the final outcome.
Wellow’s new Cricket Pavilion has proved to be very popular throughout the last
season with many new players signing up. The Parish Council invested in heaters
for the Pavilion, to be used throughout the winter months in order to avoid the
building becoming damp and to protect the contents. Hopefully this coming summer
will be as good as last year and the recreation ground and Community Garden can
be used to full advantage.
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Village Speeding Initiatives
The Council is very aware of the concerns about speeding in and around the village
and it has been working hard with Hampshire Highways for well over a year to try
and mitigate, as far as is possible, both health and safety issues and the negative
impact generally that this problem poses.
Following a long period of consultation with Hampshire Highways, they have
recommended incorporating Village Gateways at various points.
These are
commonly used to mark village boundaries or changes in speed limit and take the
form of fence style features or a series of bollards to highlight changes to drivers, to
encourage them to adopt a driving style appropriate to a village location.
Carriageway roundel markings will also be used alongside repeater signs to draw
driver awareness to the speed limits. Whilst speed bumps and other more radical
measures were considered, the costs were prohibitive and have, in other areas,
been found to be noisy and unpopular with residents, particularly when located
directly outside of their properties.
Funding for these speeding measures has now been secured using S106 funds and
just over £17,000 has been set aside which will hopefully be enough to complete the
project. Entrances to the village from the A36 and Romsey Road have been
prioritised which include Whinwhistle Road, Lower Common Road/Buttons Lane,
Maurys Lane, Romsey Road and Canada Road.
Following a recent meeting with Hampshire Highways, details have been finalised
and the design work completed. We are now waiting to hear when works will
actually commence, hopefully very soon.
Whilst we are aware that these measures will not completely solve the speeding
problem in the village, it is hoped that they will go some way to improving the
situation. We are constantly hearing that all of our surrounding villages are suffering
similar problems but we’re aiming to do as much as we can given the resources
currently available.

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan is a project sponsored by the Parish Council and with a
dedicated project team drawn from volunteer residents and parish councillors. This
year our focus has primarily been on the Wellow Neighbourhood Plan
Survey. Thanks to all residents that completed the survey, whether on-line or using
the paper copy delivered by parish councillors and members of the neighbourhood
planning team. Since the survey closed the team has been analysing the results,
agreeing how best to feedback findings to the community. We have also used the
results to draft a vision statement and set of themes that will help shape the plan
itself as we move forward into the next stage of the project.
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Other important work carried out during the year has included:
•
•
•
•

Development Working Group: gaining a local view on the TVBC SHELAA
document and potential sites with supply-side development interest
Community Facilities & Services Working Group: engagement with
businesses in the parish, in addition to the community survey
Environment Working Group: work has recently started on environmental
issues and green space designations
Project Office: support for all teams and liaison with the parish council and
TVBC

The work performed by these groups is reported on through a monthly public
Steering Committee meeting that is open to all. We continue to maintain strong
contacts with Test Valley Borough Council to both seek their views on how best we
might proceed with specific topics and to ensure alignment with and understanding
of the relationship between the Parish Neighbourhood Plan and the TVBC Local
Plan.
It is important that residents understand that the Neighbourhood Plan is the best way
for the parish to develop a shared vision for Wellow, to shape the future development
of the parish and to ensure we get the right types of development in a way where our
ambitions are aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the borough.

Wellow A36 Roundabout
We are delighted to report, and very optimistic, that following many months of
discussion with Highways England and a potential sponsor, that the roundabout on
the A36 at the entrance to the village, will soon be undergoing a complete
transformation! Blackwater Equestrian in Wellow, have agreed to commission and
donate a sculpture of a horse which will take centre stage on the roundabout
mounted on sleepers.
The sculptor, Toni Mari, who comes from Javea in Spain, exports his creations all
over the world. One of his more extreme sculptures, that of a full sized blue whale,
stands in a garden centre in Spain and has a café inside!
We are currently in discussions with Highways England to confirm the overall design
of the roundabout and look forward to seeing its transformation into what should be a
very unique feature at the entrance to the village.
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Other Activities
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Village of the Year Competition
In September 2018 the Parish Council entered Wellow into the Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Village of the Year Competition and whilst not really expecting to win any of
the categories, we felt it was worth mentioning our brand new Cricket Pavilion.
The results presentation was held in the village of Liss (last year’s winners) and lots
of Parish Council representatives turned up to find out the winners. There were
several categories up for grabs and we were truly amazed to be awarded Best
Community Initiative for the Cricket Pavilion project, second place in the Best Youth
Facilities category along with two Inspirational Individual awards. But, best of all,
Wellow was also awarded the top spot as the Best Community Leader. This was a
completely new category in memory of Stephen Lugg, the Chief Executive of the
Hampshire Association of Local Councils who, after a short illness, sadly died in
2018.

Wellow Common SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest)
Wellow Parish Council owns and is responsible for the management of Wellow
Common which is part of the New Forest National Park and a SSSI (Site of Special
Scientific Interest). This land was deeded to the Parish in the 1880’s for the use and
benefit of all parishioners. A detailed Management Plan covering the years 2010 to
2019 was approved by Natural England and the grant we receive from them is
approximately £18,000 per year to cover the costs of implementing it. A portion of
these monies also goes to the Verderers to support traditional ways of subsistence
farming in the New Forest.
In the financial year 2018 to 2019 further gorse burning and rhododendron removal,
with thinning of silver birches, as recommended by Natural England, has been
undertaken. This work is required to maintain the designation of the common as
lowland heathland. Over time if this type of work is not maintained the common will
revert to dense woodland which will mean its social and community benefits (as well
as environmental biodiversity) will become limited. In addition, a number of smaller
remedial activities have taken place such as drainage improvements and road side
ditching repairs. We also spent monies clearing ragwort from the Common.
In the coming year, after the ground nesting bird season ends in July, further gorse
thinning and rhododendron clearance will continue with removal of ferns and some
thinning of silver birch trees. The Parish Council is also looking for volunteers to
form a working party to help in the hand clearance and tidying during this contractor
lead work, please contact the Clerk email: clerk@wellowparish.org.uk for more
information or to register your interest. Similarly, if you are interested in helping with
removal of ragwort later in the spring, please let the Clerk know.
WPC Annual Parish Meeting 24.04.2019
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Finally, it is important to remind Parishioners that the existing funding arrangements
have been extended by one year to run until January 2020, but that the future of
such agreements will be impacted by new post-Brexit legislation. Unfortunately,
although Natural England representatives are cautiously optimistic about future
funding for Wellow Common beyond 2020, it is not clear exactly how the new
arrangements will work, even at this late stage.
Footpaths
Wellow Parish is very lucky to have a total of 24 Public Rights of Way, more
commonly referred to as footpaths. These footpaths are designated with a unique
number for each Parish by the Hampshire Council Rights of Way department and a
map showing each footpath is available from the Parish Office.
Wellow Parish Council normally spends around £1,000 a year on footpath
maintenance matched by Hampshire Council through the ‘Lengthsman Scheme’.
From April 2018, Wellow Parish Council took over as the Lead Parish for the
Lengthsman Scheme for our cluster group, which includes Copythorne, Bramshaw,
Netley Marsh and Romsey Extra Parish Councils.
Major clearance and improvement has concentrated on the following most used
footpaths:
Footpath 7 (St Margaret’s Church to Foxe’s Lane) - major cut back of tree and
vegetation growth overhanging the footpath.
A major improvement on this footpath has been proposed where the stream
overflows across the footpath and has washed away the gravel. Quotations for this
work are being acquired and monies will need to be allocated from Parish funds to
match a grant application to Hampshire County Council.
Footpath 17 (Gazing Lane to footpath 18) - two summer vegetation cutbacks, ditch
clearance, major cut back of trees and removal of fallen dead wood
Footpath 18 (Romsey Road to Buttons Lane) - major cut back of tree, summer
vegetation growth clearance and digging out of drainage ditch
Footpath 22 (Foxes Lane to Scallows Lane) – major cut back of tree and
vegetation growth.
The wooden “boardwalk” on this footpath is in need of major repair/replacement.
Walkers are reminded to take extra care when traversing this area. Due to the
topography of the adjacent land with soil and water run-off this will be a recurring
issue for any wooden structure. A major improvement on this footpath has been
proposed as a long term solution with ground drainage and a raised flood proof
walkway. Quotations for this work are being acquired and monies will need to be
allocated from Parish funds to match a grant application to Hampshire County
Council.
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Footpath 19 (Tutts Lane to Maurys Lane) – clearance of a fallen tree and
branches blocking the footpath.
Evidence of horse riders using this footpath is creating drainage issues on the
footpath. This right of way is not a bridleway and should not be used by horse riders.
If and when footpath issues are encountered by parishioners this can be reported at
the
Hampshire
Rights
of
Way
online
system
http://localviewmaps.hants.gov.uk/LocalViewMaps/Sites/ROWOnline/ as well as
informing the Parish Council.

Wellow Recreation Ground
At the beginning of the year, replacement signs were installed in the Play Area at the
Recreation Ground, which continues to be well used. Cllr Sue Jones carries out
regular Health and Safety inspections of the play equipment and the annual RoSPA
report completed by an external contractor in 2018 did not highlight any issues
requiring attention.
Following concerns raised by residents regarding trees in and around the Recreation
Ground, the Parish Council commissioned a visual tree assessment and report in
August 2018. As a result, one tree was felled in December 2018 and dead wood
was removed from an oak along the boundary of Recreation Cottages, Slab Lane.
The Council has been working hard to establish ownership of trees along the
Gurnays Mead boundary line and even after obtaining documents from Land
Registry it will likely be necessary to employ a surveyor to help resolve an ongoing
ownership dispute with Aster. A programme of work has been agreed for those trees
that are clearly under the ownership of the Parish Council and the recommended
tree works will take place next February.

Litter Picking
As part of the Great British Spring Clean, the Parish Council organised a litter picking
day with volunteers taking part on 23 March 2019, when over 20 bags of rubbish was
collected along with a range of larger items such as tyres, wheels and sinks! The
day before on 22 March, Wellow School supported the event by holding their own
litter picking day supported by Wellow Parish. More volunteers are required on a
regular basis to help keep the Parish free of litter and grime. Litter picking equipment
can be borrowed from the Parish Council if you want to get involved.
The Council would like to thank those parishioners who are active themselves
clearing litter, in particular Fiona Mobbs, who has been litter picking around Wellow
for more than 24 months now with equipment supplied by the County Council. Her
usual clean up route takes her along the A36 footpath stretch between Lower
Common Road and Whinwhistle Road. Fiona has a Facebook site where she keeps
followers up to date on her latest litter picking activities. Fiona also took part in the
WPC Annual Parish Meeting 24.04.2019
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litter picking day on 23 March and there were numerous pictures of this on Wellow
Parish Facebook.
The Council has had some response from last year’s request for volunteer
assistance in litter picking. However, there is a safety requirement to have a
minimum number of volunteers in a group together, so there is always a need for
more people – many hands make light work, as they say! Please contact the Clerk
clerk@wellowparish.org.uk for more information and to register your interest in future
events.

Responsible Dog Ownership on Wellow Common
This issue continues and the Parish Council has been working hard to overcome the
problem. Councillors have put up ‘clean up after your dog’ signs and we hope that
walkers take note of the yellow signs which state all dogs must be on a lead from
March – August as there are ground nesting birds on the common.
A recent video narrated by Chris Packham can be found on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcYuvFGoSHw which provides an overview of the
need in the New Forest to minimise disturbance to ground nesting birds in the
nesting season.
If you witness someone letting their dog foul without cleaning it up afterwards in a
public place, or being irresponsible in allowing their dog to behave dangerously or
out of control, you should report this to the Parish Council or the Environmental
Health Team at Test Valley Borough Council. Include the name and address of the
person in charge of the dog (if known), a description of the dog, plus details of the
date, time and place of the offence.

Florence Nightingale’s Haunted Bridge
A small project was recently undertaken by four Councillors to ‘uncover’ the
Sounding Bench in Ryedown Lane which was once known as the Sounding Arch.
The Arch was constructed in 1818 and was demolished in 1966. The bench had all
but disappeared under masses of earth, leaves and greenery. It has now been
cleared and the surrounding area planted with Spring flowers - another piece of
Wellow history restored.

Remembrance Sunday/Wellow Poppy Appeal 2018
Although the weather proved to be a challenge, Remembrance Sunday, this year the
Centenary Year marking the end of the First World War, was extremely well attended
by residents, veterans and young people from the village. To mark this very special
occasion, the Parish Council purchased and installed a memorial bench which faces
the War Memorial. This year’s ceremony was greatly enhanced by a very poignant
WPC Annual Parish Meeting 24.04.2019
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soldier statue made by Wellow Primary School and decorated with personal
messages of remembrance by the children. Our thanks go to all in the Parish who
participated and contributed towards making it such a well-attended tribute.
After organising six Poppy Appeals, Phil Stenner, the Wellow and District Poppy
Appeal organiser, has decided to stand down. Our grateful thanks go to Phil for all
his hard work in organising these Appeals. If you are interested in taking on this
voluntary role for the British Legion, then contact the Parish Office and they will
provide more information.

Parish Council Finances 2018/2019
Wellow Parish Council’s financial position as at the end of March 2019 is presented
in the attached Income and Expenditure Statement (Appendix 1) and Balance Sheet
(Appendix 2).
The Balance Sheet for 2018/2019 shows that Wellow Parish Council has total
Assets, less Current Liabilities of £155,662. This includes a general reserve of
£27,664, a reduction of £8,348 compared to last year. The remaining reserves are
earmarked for future projects as listed. Additional to the Balance Sheet this year is a
separate reserve for the balance of CIL funds – this is a new requirement of the
external audit.
The 2018/2019 figures used to produce these reports have been audited by the
Internal Auditor to the end of February 2019. Final accounts are due to be inspected
by the Internal Auditor on 16th May and will be finalised in time to meet the
requirement to submit the Annual Governance and Accountability Return to PKF
Littlejohn, the External Auditor, no later than 1st July 2019.
Any person interested has the right to inspect the accounts and all related
documents. These documents are to be made available on reasonable notice by
application between the hours of 10.00am and 12.00 noon on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays commencing on Monday 24th June up to Friday 2nd
August 2019. Please contact the Clerk to make an appointment and for further
details.
Local electors and their representatives have the right to question the External
Auditor about the accounts and object to the accounts or any item on them. Written
notice of an objection must first be given to the External Auditor and a copy sent to
the council. Additional charges will be made by the External Auditor for any time
spent on electors’ questions or objections. Further clarification on this process can
be provided by the Clerk.
Detailed accounts are available on request. Monthly Income and Expenditure
Reports can be viewed on the Parish website along with the Council’s Minutes.
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Grants
During the past year, the Parish Council has awarded small grants to the following
organisations:
Wellow First Responders - £500
Wellow Lunch Club - £500
2nd West Wellow Brownies - £126.95
Further details including our grant funding policy and application forms are available
on our website. Alternatively, contact the Clerk.
I would now like to take the opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors for all their
hard work and enthusiasm. As volunteers, they all have many other personal
commitments but always find the time needed to work on your behalf and to take on
extra projects. Many thanks also to Sharon and Karen who work so hard in the
office dealing with the day to day issues whilst at the same time keeping us
Councillors informed and in line.
I would also like to thank Cllr Roy Perry and Cllrs Nick Adams-King and Gordon
Bailey for all their hard work and commitment to Wellow. Their support is invaluable
and goes a long way towards making the work of the Parish Council easier.
Finally, thank you to all of you for your input. It is really helpful to hear your views
and to get a better understanding of how you feel about the village and what can be
done to improve it.

Mrs Gaye Chesterton-Kay
Chair, Wellow Parish Council
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3.

Representation on External Committees and Bodies

Wellow Primary School
Test Valley Association of Parish
Councils
Village Hall Committee
Roke Manor & Squabb Wood Liaison
Panels
New Forest Association/North East
Quadrant
New Forest Consultative Panel

4.

Gaye Chesterton-Kay
John Sampson
Gaye Chesterton-Kay
Mike Jones/Sue Jones
Alan Clark/Trevor Grant/Aly Jones
Alan Clark/Trevor Grant/Aly Jones

Parish Council Members and Officers
4.1

Parish Council Members’ Responsibilities 2018/2019
Please see attached Appendix 3.

4.2

Parish Council Officers
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer: Mrs Sharon Whitehouse
Parish Office, Wellow Village Hall
Buttons Lane, West Wellow, SO51 6BR
Tel: 01794 323275
Email: clerk@wellowparish.org.uk

Public drop-in hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs 10.00am – 12 noon.
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Reports from Wellow Sports Clubs 2018/2019
WELLOW & PLAITFORD CRICKET CLUB
The Adult team finished 7 out of 18 teams in their Hampshire Northwest league.
The Club had three Colts teams last year, U9s, U11s, and U13s.
The U9s gave an impressive performance all season culminating as New Forest
North league winners. They also made it to the cup final and league playoff. Six U9’s
were also selected to become district players.
The U11s had a great season and went through to the last game of the season as
runners up.
The U13s won 4 out of 9 games in a very hard league finishing in 5th in the league.
The U13’s played some really positive cricket and grew in confidence as the season
went on. One player was also selected to become a district paler. All of the Club’s
teams are now looking forward to the new season and utilizing the new pavilion
facilities.

WELLOW YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB
Yet another successful year for Wellow Youth Football Club providing team football
for children in and around the Wellow area. A large number of people continue to
either participate or watch competitive football matches at Hatches Farm, and it has
been yet another year of the facility being fully used by the community, both in club
arranged activities, and with us encouraging informal use of the facilities in the
evenings and at weekends.
In the past year, the number of regular participants has increased yet again to over
220, split between eight sides that represent the village at ages ranging from under 8
to under 18’s. We continue to prioritise the training and development side of the
club, and have expanded the Saturday morning training sessions especially at the
younger age groups of 5, 6 and 7-year olds, held both at Hatches Farm, and at our
neighbour, Headlands Farm. The club also continues to expand the number of
qualified coaches getting their FA Coaching badges and the club will this year
achieve the FA Charter Standard.
The philosophy and ethos of the club is very much centred on participation and
player development rather than ‘winning at all costs’, but it has still been a good year
competitively for the club, with several promotions and good cup runs from some of
our sides. We have also seen several players going on from the teams in Wellow to
be signed on at various academies, including the Bournemouth Academy.

WPC Annual Parish Meeting 24.04.2019

14
Football in Wellow continues to thrive, but we could always do with more willing
volunteers to help run the committee and ensure that the club continues to thrive into
the future. The club would also like to thank the Parish Council for all of the support
that it has given them over the past year, and we look forward to the planned
expansion and improvement of the parking facilities at Hatches Farm which will
make a significant difference to the ease of running the facility on days where we
have multiple games.

WELLOW TENNIS CLUB
Wellow Tennis Club can report another good year’s tennis especially during the
wonderful summer of 2018! The club picked up a few new members this last year
which was pleasing, however, they also lost a few due to age-ing membership, injury
or people moving away from the area. Therefore, the main aim this year is to try
and increase the club’s membership to help keep the club going as a viable
concern. It is an important asset to the village. To this end, the club is printing a
flyer which will be distributed all around the area with the hope that it will help to
attract people living in or near the Wellow area to come along and give the club a
try! Recent research proves that the most effective sport for elongating your life (by
10 years) is ……TENNIS!!! The club will also do some promotion via the club
website and social media to help attract younger members.
In the meantime, WTC continues to have a thriving social tennis scene with well
attended “mix-in” sessions held throughout the year on Thursday and Saturday
mornings whatever the weather! During the summer months, there is also a Friday
evening club session with a monthly BBQ held on the first Friday of each
month. These are very popular and well-attended, as are the club tournaments held
every 2 months where all abilities are encouraged to come and take part.
Competitively, for a small village club, WTC participates in several Southampton and
Salisbury Leagues very successfully considering the small pool of players available
compared to larger clubs. One of the club’s younger members has recently
undertaken an LTA coaching course with the idea of setting up an ‘Improvers’ Boot
Camp type session on a Saturday morning for both members and nonmembers. The club hopes this will help attract people in the area to come along and
give tennis a try! Also, ‘rusty racquets’ will be enticed to come along and take up the
sport again.
It’s a great little club both socially and competitively and the club plans to keep it that
way for as long as possible!
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Wellow Parish Council Current
Income and Expenditure Account for Year Ended 31st March 2019
31st March 2018

31st March 2019
Income Summary

65,000

Precept

66,300

855

Interest

900

65,855

Sub Total

67,200

Operating Income
87
8,160

Administration
Grants and Projects

1,675

Lower Common Rd Rec Ground

1,259

2,502

Hatches Farm Sports Field

2,792

17,808
6,895
102,982

West Wellow Common - HLS Agree
Burial Ground

Total Income

530
32,574

17,808
5,601
127,764

Running Costs
12,456

Administration

19,505

20,449

Employees

20,959

16,028

Grants and Projects

82,652
6,941

Capital Schemes/Asset Man
Lower Common Rd Rec Ground

3,887
45,451
5,268

3,908

Hatches Farm Sports Field

3,972

6,147

Environmental Schemes

7,320

2,363
73

Highways
War Memorial

2,298
1,015

60
12,220
1,957
165,254

West Wellow Common
West Wellow Common - HLS Agree
Burial Ground

Total Expenditure

0
23,934
3,922
137,531

General Fund Analysis
33,372
102,982

Opening Balance
Plus : Income for Year

136,354
165,254

163,776
Less : Expenditure for Year

(28,900)
(64,912)
36,012

36,012
127,764

137,531
26,245

Transfers TO / FROM Reserves

(1,419)

Closing Balance

27,664

17/04/2019

Wellow Parish Council Current

08:55

Balance Sheet as at 1st April 2019

31st March 2018

31st March 2019
Current Assets

17,895

Debtors

18,073

15,199

VAT Control

14,461

Current Bank A/c

10,360

65,391

Deposit Bank A/c

83,997

50,008

Fixed Deposit A/c

50,008

3,094

162,955

165,532

162,955 Total Assets

165,532

Current Liabilities
5,608
0

Creditors

5,185

Lengthsman Scheme

4,684

5,608

9,870

157,347 Total Assets Less Current Liabilities

155,662

Represented By
36,012 General Reserves

27,664

7,401 EMR Pavilion Upgrade

0

25,000 EMR New Burial Land

25,000

27,794 EMR HLS

24,161

7,000 EMR Youth Facilities

7,000

1,040 Election Costs

7,000

13,100 EMR Neighbourhood Plan

11,754

40,000 EMR Hatches Farm

45,000

0 EMR CIL funds

8,082

157,347

155,662

The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the authority as at 1st April 2019
and reflects its Income and Expenditure during the year.
Signed :
Chairman
Signed :
Responsible
Financial

________________________________

Date : ___________________

________________________________

Date :____________________

The Chain of Survival
Wellow Community First Responders

Community First Responders
• Volunteers supporting the ambulance
service
• Respond to life threatening emergencies
(strokes, heart & breathing problems)
• Routinely arrive on scene before the
ambulance
• But there are not enough of us!!

What is a cardiac arrest?
•
•
•
•

Heart stops pumping blood
The body starts to die
The brain becomes damaged
The patient:
– Loses consciousness
– Stops breathing
– Becomes unresponsive

• If left untreated the patient will not survive

What causes cardiac arrest?
• Electrical malfunction
– Heartbeats are controlled by electrical signals
– Most common is ventricular fibrillation (VF)
where the signals become chaotic

• Other causes include heart attacks,
asphyxiation and strokes.

Outcomes
• 60,000 out of hospital CAs in the UK
• Less than 10% survive
• Best practice gives 20% survival
– Extra 5000 lives saved in the UK

• Lack of knowledge and equipment
– Only 50% of bystanders intervene
– Chances of survival drop by 10% a minute

The Chain of Survival

Early Recognition and Call
•
•
•
•
•
•

Check for danger, avoid 2 casualties
Patient unresponsive and not breathing
Call for help – literally
Dial 999 as soon as possible
IF more than one person, fetch Defib
Follow call handler instructions

Early CPR
•
•
•
•

Chest compressions
Forces oxygenated blood round the body
DO NOT DELAY CPR
Strenuous
– 120 per minute to a depth of 5 to 6 cms
– Don’t worry about harming the patient

• Rescue breaths if possible

Early defibrillation
• Aims to re-start the heart
• Defibrillator

– Semi-automatic
– Looks for a ‘shockable rhythm’
– Cannot harm a healthy patient
– Shocks the heart out of VF

• Not a substitute for CPR

– If necessary maintain CPR until ambulance
arrives

Early advanced care
• The only link in the chain outside our
control
• Ambulance crew have additional drugs
and equipment
• Southampton General is a regional centre
for cardiac surgery and care

PADs & Familiarisation
• Village Hall & Rockingham Arms
– Red Rover in the next month

• Familiarisation
– Village Hall dates

• Online
– British Heart Foundation
– Resuscitation Council UK

Wellow Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting, 24 April 2019

Report by Cllr. Roy Perry

Hampshire County Council

• The population was estimated to be 1,353,350 in 2016
which makes Hampshire the third most populous county in
England.
• HCC is responsible for 80% of spend on council services
in Hampshire.
• 85% of the county is rural and just 15% is urban area.

Hampshire County Council Budget
Total Gross Expenditure for 2019/20 is £1,991.4m

Council Tax 2019/20
• Hampshire County Council’s council tax will increase by 2.99%
in 2019/20 and remain the second lowest of any county council
in England.

Wiltshire Council - £1,456.87
Wiltshire PCC - £206.27
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and
Rescue Authority - £74.87
Salisbury City Council - £208
- Total = £1,946.01 *

HCC- £1,236.87
Test Valley Borough Council - £141.41
Hampshire PCC- £201.46
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority £67.71
Wellow– £45.08
Total = 1,692.53*
*Band D property

Council Tax 2019/20 Comparison

*Chart shows Council tax Band D 2019/20

Financial Challenges
•

The impact of successive grant reductions, inflation and growth
pressures has meant that the County Council has had to find £480m
of savings over the last decade.

•

HCC’s total general grant loss since 2010/11 has been £240m.

•

Adults’ social care is facing significant challenges due to increased
demand, the ageing population, rising costs of providing care and
cuts to Government grants.

•

Significant growth also experienced in children’s services; budgeted
net expenditure on looked-after children for 2019-20 is £68.5m.

Member Grant Awards 2018/19
Amount

Organisation

£200

South Central Ambulance Charity - Wellow Public
Access Defibrillator

£1000

Romsey Youth Choir

£1000

St Margaret's Church Wellow – Church door

£500

Romsey Christmas Lights

£1000

Romsey Show

* Please note that this list does not include all member grants awarded in 2018/19

Primary School Performance
Wellow Primary School
• Ofsted rating – Good (inspected Nov 2016)
• 67% of pupils meeting expected standard in
reading, writing and maths
• Hampshire average – 68%
• England average – 64%

Secondary School Performance
Progress 8
(between KS2
and KS4)

Attainment 8
(performance in up
to 8 qualifications)

Pupils achieving
Grade 5 or above
in English and
maths GCSEs

The
Mountbatten
School

+0.28 (above
national average)

52.1

53%

The Romsey
School

0.15 (average)

50.6

50%

Hampshire
average

-0.09

47.2

45.2%

National
average

-0.02

46.5

43.3%

School Admissions
Primary School Admissions
• 92% of children in Hampshire were offered a place at their first choice
primary school.
• 98% were offered a place at one of their three preferred schools.
Secondary School Admissions
• 92% of children in Hampshire applying for a Year 7 place were
allocated a place at their preferred school.
• 98% were offered a school of their choice.

Roads Maintenance
Operation Resilience:
• Over 5,300 miles of road are
• HCC investing £10m annually on
maintained by the County
planned maintenance for roads in
Council.
Hampshire e.g re-surfacing Botley
• Do report potholes – or other
Road (in progress) on top of central
road problems on the County
government funding.
Council website.
• Additional £2.9m ‘pothole fund’
recently awarded by central
government for flood resilience and
pothole repairs.
• Sites of road works and road
maintenance are listed on the
County Council website.

Broadband
•

Hampshire County Council is investing £13m in to superfast broadband.

•

Currently 95% of premises across Hampshire have access to superfast broadband, up from
80% when the Hampshire Superfast Broadband Programme started in 2013.

•

1,237 premises in Wellow have been upgraded to Superfast Broadband – at a cost of
least £510,881.

•

Hampshire Superfast Broadband Programme has plans to reach 97.4% of premises across
the County by the end of 2019.

•

The Better Broadband Scheme, offering satellite technology or fixed wireless solutions for
premises with a sub-2Mbps speed, has been extended until the Universal Service Obligation
comes into effect. More than 900 codes have been issued so far.

•

Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme has been launched, nationally, with the aim of
extending full fibre coverage specifically to small/medium-sized enterprises, but also to
residential premises that do not have full fibre connections.

Wellow
Neighbourhood
Plan
Annual Parish Meeting Update

V0.2 20190424

How will
Wellow benefit
from a
Neighbourhood
Plan?

 Local influence on planning and development in
Wellow
 Articulate a shared vision for the parish
 Indicate where any new homes, sport facilities,
recreation activities, shops and other businesses
should best be located
 Influence how much housing might be built, where it
might be located and of what type
 Identify and protect important green spaces and
other treasured attributes that enhance life in the
parish

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan – Annual Parish meeting 2019
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

Key topics
for this
update

HOUSING AND
DEVELOPMENT
VISION & THEMES
YOUR TEAM

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan – Annual Parish Meeting 2019
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Community Engagement
Community Engagement Strategy Document

RESIDENTS

-

SURVEY, NIGHTINGALE TIMES, EVENTS, SOCIAL MEDIA

BUSINESSES

-

MEETINGS, ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT NETWORKING
SOCIAL MEDIA

LANDOWNERS/ AGENTS

WHO ARE THEY AND WHAT ARE THEIR ASPIRATIONS?

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan – Annual Parish Meeting 2019
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From the survey what do people value
most about living in Wellow?
Commonest reason
 Rural aspect of the village and nearness to the
countryside

But these were also important - order based on how
often cited






Friendly village community and atmosphere
Closeness to the New Forest
Peace and tranquillity
Good road links and proximity to local towns
Local amenities

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan - Survey - results
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What do people most dislike
about living in Wellow?
Commonest dislike

• A36 – heavy volume of traffic, noise and pollution and
difficulty of access
Other common dislikes – order based on how often cited
• Lack of public transport – poor bus service
• Creeping urbanisation - developers trying to expand and
ruin our village - too much Infilling in gardens
• Traffic speeding and dangerous driving
• Heavy traffic on our lanes, noise and destruction of verges
• Lack of safe footpaths and bridleways and other areas for
walking
Wellow Neighbourhood Plan - Survey - results
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What happens after the survey?
SURVEY

THINGS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO CONSIDER

ANALYSIS

CURRENT SITUATION
DOCUMENT

EVOLVING EVIDENCE BASE
THAT WILL HELP INFORM
LOCAL POLICIES
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Housing & Development
TVBC SHELAA Document
Key findings from the survey
Objective assessment of
housing need
Settlement boundaries &
implications
Road & infrastructure impacts
Wellow Neighbourhood Plan – Annual Parish Meeting 2019
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Shared vision &
themes

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan – Annual Parish Meeting

Audience
participation
time
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Your Neighbourhood Plan team
Skills we need:

Skills we have:
Project management/PMO
Use of mapping tools
Highway management
Broadband deployment
Residential & commercial property development
Knowledge of Wellow going back over 40 years
Sports management, analysis & representation …
and many more
Wellow Neighbourhood Plan -Annual Parish Meeting 2019

Planning policy development
Impact of environment regulations
Impact of National Park
More on history of Wellow
Drafting/writing skills
Advertising/publicity expertise
… and more
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Big thanks to the
Neighbourhood Plan
team for their work on behalf
of the community in 2018/19
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