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Wellow Parish Council Annual Report 2015 
 
1. Introduction 
 
This report highlights the main activities of the Parish Council 2014/2015. As you 
know, this year is a Wellow Parish Council election year. Therefore members of this 
Council will be standing down, however, some will be putting themselves forward 
for re-election. Councillor Ray Noble is retiring after 36 years’ service, starting in 
1979. The Parish Council and the local community owe a huge debt of gratitude for 
Ray's service. He has brought local knowledge, wisdom and good humour to the 
Council and helped to develop many of the facilities the Parish now enjoys.  It has 
been a challenging year and I would like to thank all members for their 
contribution to the Parish Council and the Parish. 
  
2. Parish Council Activities 
 
Play Area, Lower Common Road Recreation Ground 
 
The play area continues to be a success. Sadly, as I reported last year, the ‘old’ 
roundabout, continues to be vandalised on a regular basis, making it difficult for 
restoration to take place.  
 
Responsible Dog ownership on Wellow Common 
 
This issue continues to be a problem and has been brought to the attention of the 
Parish Council on several occasions, particularly in relation to dog walking on the 
Common. Wellow Parish Council will take action against dog fouling and 
irresponsible dog ownership. My thanks goes to Gillie Holland, Lead Ranger for New 
Forest National Park Authority for her presentation on responsible dog ownership.  
 
If you witness someone letting their dog foul without cleaning it up afterwards in a 
public place, or being irresponsible in allowing their dog to behave dangerously or 
out of control, you should report this to the Parish Council or the Environmental 
Health Team at Test Valley Borough Council. Include the name and address of the 
person in charge of the dog (if known), a description of the dog, plus details of the 
date, time and place of the offence.  
 
Wellow Common SSSI 
 
Wellow Parish Council own and are responsible for the management of Wellow 
Common which is part of the New Forest National Park and a SSSI (Site of Special 
Scientific Interest). A detailed Management Plan has been agreed with Natural 
England and the grant we receive from them is £17,808 per year to cover the costs 
of implementing it. Due to the very wet weather conditions, the work planned for 
January 2014 under this plan was postponed and included in the work carried out in 
September 2014. This caused some concern from parishioners at the time. I met 
with Natural England on the Common and they confirmed that the work carried out 
was appropriate and there was ample gorse left to provide sufficient habitat for 
the Dartford Warbler. They also enthused about the amount and variety of lichen 
on the Common. 
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The New Pavilion, Lower Common Road recreation ground 
 
Unfortunately, we are no further forward with the replacement of the Pavilion. 
There are two main reasons for this, one being the lack of funds required and the 
other being the uncertainty of the Cricket Club inasmuch as there is no longer a 
Men’s team. 
As this replacement pavilion is a key action in the Wellow Parish Plan, I trust that 
the newly elected Parish Council will now pursue this with the Cricket Club and the 
community.  
 
Hatches Farm 
 
The Parish Council has spent a further £620.00 on new carpet and flooring in the 
pavilion. Test Valley Borough Council continues to provide grass cutting. Wellow 
Youth Football Club continues to lease and manage the pavilion and football 
facility and are doing very well! 
May I remind parishioners that the fields at Hatches Farm are owned by the Parish 
Council and if anyone is interested in using this facility, especially outside of the 
football season, then please let us know.  
 
Nature Projects 
 
Buxton Land (by A36/Canada Road roundabout) 
 
Volunteer conservation working parties were organised by Councillor Phil Stenner 
were held in January and February 2015, large areas of scrub, brambles and self 
seeded small trees have been cleared to open up the site and encourage new 
growth.  
A big thank you to Councillor Phil Stenner and the volunteers who gave up their 
time to help with this project.  
We are now awaiting to see what appears now the ground has more light. Further 
working parties will be arranged later in the year.  
 
Other Projects 
 
Wellow Commemoration of the start of WW1 
 
On Monday, 4th August 2014, councillors and villagers gathered for prayers and two 
minutes’ silence at Wellow’s War Memorial in Romsey Road. The Service was 
conducted by Rev. Peter Clemett. 
 
Remembrance Sunday, 9th November 2014 
 
Yet again, the weather was glorious for this event. Being the 100th Anniversary of 
the Great War, the Village turnout was excellent. Pupils at Wellow Primary School 
have been researching the history of the men from the Village who fought and died 
in the Great War and whose names appear on the Memorial.  Each child carried a 
banner to honour them. After the Memorial Service, the children’s project was on 
display at Wellow Village Hall, where parishioners enjoyed refreshments provided 
by the School and Wellow Parish Council. Thank you to all who helped to make this 
occasion a special day. 
 
Wellow Area Poppy Appeal 2014 
 
Councillor Phil Stenner is the current Poppy Appeal Organiser. The total collected 
to date is £5,029.89 (total for 2013 - £4,520.99) this includes house to house 
collections, static points (shops & pubs etc), Remembrance Sunday Church 
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Collection, Poppy Jumble Sale and wreath donations. This is a tremendous amount 
and a big thank you to all who supported the appeal, especially those people who 
did house to house collections and the local businesses that had  a collecting box 
on their counter. 
 
Walk the Wellow Ways 
 
A Walk the Wellow Ways was held on Sunday 7 September 2014, when a small 
number of volunteers walked 9 of the 22 footpaths to check access, cut back any 
summer growth and report any problems such as broken stokes, signs or blocked 
paths. 
Arrangements are now in hand to check the remaining footpaths and rectify any 
identified problems.  
 
Hedges and foliage on pavements, public footpaths and highways 

The Parish Council have asked that parishioners and landowners be aware of their 
responsibilities for maintaining their hedges, in particular those that are adjacent 
to the highway, pavement or a public footpath. They should be cut back to the 
property boundary, as some overgrowth has severely narrowed the footpaths. It is 
important for the safety of users that overhanging foliage is cut back.  

The Parish Council wish to thank those landowners and parishioners who have 
carried out their responsibilities in respect of their hedgerows and in doing so, 
have supported the Parish Council in maintaining the village. 

Lengsthman 
 
The Parish Council has joined partnership with Bramshaw, Netley Marsh and 
Copythorne Parish Councils to participate in the Lengthsman scheme. We have now 
appointed Mr Kevin Bennett to the role and welcome him. He has been working in 
the Parish on an ad hoc basis since October undertaking general highways related 
tasks. His role is partly subsidised by a grant from Hampshire County Council.   
 
Highways: 
 
The long awaited replacement of the bus shelter at Shootash was carried out in 
October 2014. The total cost of this installation was £4,627.00. I wish to thank Roy 
Perry, Leader of Hampshire County Council for arranging an HCC contribution of 
£2,200 towards the cost. The Parish Council also paid £123.00 for a replacement 
panel in the bus shelter at A36/Whinwhistle Road, which had been vandalised. 
 
As part of the Government’s Community Clear Up Day a small group of volunteers 
from Wellow assisted Roy Perry in litter picking on the A36/Lower Common Road 
roundabout and at Ower. 10 bags of litter were collected. 
 
Communications 
 
We are always looking for news items for our website and newsletters to cover our 
Parishioners interests. Please let us know what you want on this site and in the 
newsletters. The newsletter is issued quarterly. If you would like to receive these 
by email, please email Clerk to the Council, on wellowparish@btconnect.com . 
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Grants 
 
WPC are able to make small Grants to local organisations. This year the Parish 
Council have awarded £1,200 in Grants: £500.00 to Wellow Scouts; £500.00 to St 
Margaret’s Church; £100.00 to Victim Support and £100.00 to Test Valley Citizens 
Advice Bureau. Do not be afraid to approach your Council if you need help with 
something that will benefit the Parish. 
 
Volunteers 
 
The Parish Council is always in need of volunteers to support the many varied tasks 
each year, including litter picking, footpath maintenance and general work around 
the village. Please let the Clerk know if you are interested.   
 
Parish Council Finances 2014/2015 
 
The attached Balance Sheet for 2014/2015 shows that Wellow PC has total Assets, 
less Current Liabilities, of £184,045.  This total includes a General Reserve of 
£42,329, which is in line with the Audit Commission’s recommendation that 
General Reserves should be approximately 2/3 of the Precept. WPC’s 2014/15 
Precept was £55,000 so the General Reserve should be in the region of £36,667. 
 
The Financial figures 2014/2015 produced for this report have been audited by the 
Internal Auditor to December 2014. Final accounts will be inspected by the Internal 
Auditor during May 2015. The annual return is also audited by External Auditors 
appointed by the Audit Commission.  This year, the External Auditor appointed is 
BDO LLP.  BDO LLP has requested the Wellow Parish Council annual return on or 
before 29th June 2015. Any person interested has the right to inspect the accounts 
and all related documents. These documents are to be made available on 
reasonable notice by application between the hours of 10.00am and 12.00pm on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays commencing on 1st June 2015 to 26th June 
2015. Please contact the Clerk to make an appointment and for further details. 
Local electors and their representatives have rights to question the External 
Auditor about the accounts and object to the accounts or any item on them.  
Written notice of an objection must first be given to the External Auditor and a 
copy sent to the council/meeting. The External Auditor can be contacted for this 
purpose from 28th June 2015 until the audit has been completed. Additional 
charges will be made by the External Auditor for any time spent on electors’ 
questions or objections. 
 
Please see Accounts figures – Appendices 1 and 2. Detailed accounts are available 
on request. 
 
 
Mrs Angela Ratcliffe 
Chairman, Wellow Parish Council 
 
3.    Representation on External Committees & Bodies  
 
Wellow Primary School    Francis Feeney  
Test Valley Association of Parish Councils  Ray Noble & Mike Derrick 
Hampshire Association of Local Councils  Ray Noble 
Village Hall Committee    Phil Stenner 
Roke Manor & Squabb Wood Liaison Panels  Phil Stenner  
New Forest Association/North East Quadrant Ray Noble & Mike Derrick 
New Forest Panel     Ray Noble 
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4. Parish Council Members and Officers: 
 
4.1      Parish Council Members and Responsibilities 2014/15:   
         

 
 

4.2 Parish Council Officers: 
 
Clerk to the Council and Responsible Finance Officer:  
 
Lorraine Wheeler, Wellow Parish Office, Wellow Village Hall, Buttons Lane, West 
Wellow, SO51 6BR.  Tel: 01794 323275 
 
Deputy Clerk: 
 
Lesley Weldon, Wellow Parish Office, Wellow Village Hall, Buttons Lane, West 
Wellow, SO51 6BR.  Tel: 01794 323275 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
CLARK Alan Policy & Staffing Working Groups.
COCHRANE Tish Environmental, Communications, Lower Common Road 

Recreation Ground, Policy & Staffing, Wellow Cricket 
Pavilion, Working Groups and Planning & General 
Purposes Committee . 

DERRICK Mike Finance, Wellow Cricket Pavilion Working Groups & 
Planning & General Purposes Committee. 

FEENEY Francis Communications Working Group.
JACOBS Julie Finance, Lower Common Road Recreation Ground,

Policy & Staffing Working Groups & Planning & General 
Purposes Committee. 

JONES Mike Wellow Cricket Pavilion & Lower Common Road 
Recreation Ground Working Groups. 

KING 
(Vice-Chairman) 

Jamie Finance, Hatches Farm, Lower Common Road 
Recreation Ground & Wellow Cricket Ground & 
Environmental Working Groups & Planning General 
Purposes Committee. 

NOBLE Ray Planning & General Purposes Committee, Commoners 
Defence. 

RATCLIFFE 
(Chairman) 

Angela Environmental,  Communications, Finance, Hatches 
Farm,	Lower Common Road Recreation Ground, Policy 
& Staffing and 	Wellow Cricket Pavilion Working 
Groups & Planning & General Purposes Committee . 

SAUNDERS John Finance, Hatches Farm, Lower Common Road 
Recreation Ground, Policy & Staffing Working Groups. 

STENNER Phil Environmental, Communications, Policy & Staffing and  
Wellow Cricket Pavilion Working Groups,  	reserve 
Planning & General Purposes Committee,  Burial 
Ground Management. 
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Reports from Wellow Sports Clubs 2014/15 

 

CRICKET CLUB  

At an AGM in September where some of the options were to stop cricket in 
Wellow, several people took key roles on the committee that allowed the 
club to continue for at least the coming year. Unfortunately, due to 
unavoidable complications, there will be no league cricket for adults in 
Wellow this year but the adults will be playing social cricket on some 
Sundays and the odd evening. The youth section continues to prosper and 
has arranged for coaches to go and teach cricket at Wellow Primary School. 
Unfortunately the club is not viable without an adult section and while this 
is rebuilt, the ground will be used by Totton & Eling CC 3rds & 4ths. This is 
not seen as a long-term solution but purely a means of keeping the club’s 
“head above water” while the adult section is rebuilt. 
  
The current committee members are aware that there have been difficulties 
with the behaviour of members and the impact on its neighbours a few years 
ago and they are committed to making sure they do not happen again in the 
future. The committee is thankful to WPC for its support as the finances of 
the club are resolved and its membership base is rebuilt. 
  
Once the club membership is re-established, the committee hopes to work 
with WPC to rebuild the clubhouse so that it is something that the whole 
community can be proud off. 

 
  
TENNIS CLUB 

Wellow Tennis Club continues to hold membership steady which is seen as a 
success. We have had a number of older members retire but have been 
fortunate to replace them with new members. Social sessions have been 
popular and remain well attended. As well as the club sessions, members 
enjoy social competitions and a singles ladder. 

Although it’s been a long time since we have had a junior section, we have 
been lucky to have a handful of juniors who are well integrated into the 
Club and participating in the Club sessions. It’s a real credit to the members 
that they are happy to play with and  encourage the juniors. The juniors will 
need coaching elsewhere but they do get to play and learn to enjoy the 
game. 

Wellow has been particularly successful in the inter-club leagues and won 6 
division titles and promoted in another 2. The ladies have done particularly 
well. 
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The Club will be having an Open Day on Sunday 17th May from 10am until 
2pm and will welcome all comers. The Club is rooted in the Wellow 
community and wants to continue and grow membership. 

 

FOOTBALL CLUB 

Wellow Youth Football Club has had yet another successful year providing 
team football for children in and around the Wellow area.  In the six years 
since the club was formed with just two sides, we have now expanded to 
over 140 regular participants split between eight sides, at ages ranging from 
under 7’s to under 18’s.  In the last Season Hatches Farm has seen over 
5,000 people either participate or watch competitive football matches, and 
a similar amount of people have come along to training sessions.  It has 
been great to see this facility used so much by the community, although this 
has at times stretched the car park to bursting point! 

Although the philosophy and ethos of the club is very much centred on  
participation and player development rather than ‘winning at all costs’, this 
has still been a good year for several of our sides. 

All of our sides have had good wins this season, with our under 18’s 
currently sitting second in their division, our under 11’s finishing third in 
their league, and our under 9’s going through the season only losing a 
couple of games.  We have also had a side compete for the first time in the 
Testway Youth League on a Saturday at the Under 12’s age group, playing 
games from Basingstoke to Ringwood. 

The club has also had several managers go through their Level 1 Coaching 
badges, and one boy from our under 15’s has become the first Wellow 
player to fully qualify as a referee. 

All in all yet another year of good football and expansion for the Wellow 
Youth Football Club. 

 

 



Wellow Parish Council 2014/2015
Income and Expenditure Account for Year Ended 31st March 2015

31st March 2014 31st March 2015
Income Summary

55,000 55,000Precept
62 374Interest

55,37455,062 Sub Total
Operating Income

14,248 87Administration
3,535 1,836Lower Common Rd Rec Ground
2,803 2,478Hatches Farm Sports Field

21,369 14,929West Wellow Common - HLS Agree
3,490 5,040Burial Ground

79,744100,506 Total Income
Running Costs

10,153 14,176Administration
21,548 24,500Employees
2,015 1,960Equipment
1,773 2,184Grants and Projects

999 7,000Capital Schemes/Asset Man
6,534 4,915Lower Common Rd Rec Ground
8,837 2,536Hatches Farm Sports Field
2,042 1,822Environmental Schemes

217 3,331Highways
50 50War Memorial

0 106West Wellow Common
41,415 17,294West Wellow Common - HLS Agree
1,842 2,109Burial Ground

81,98097,425 Total Expenditure

General Fund Analysis
Opening Balance
Plus : Income for Year

Less : Expenditure for Year

Transfers TO / FROM Reserves
Closing Balance

66,246 34,029
100,506 79,744

35,298 -10,535

166,752 113,774
97,425 81,980
69,327 31,794

34,029 42,329
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Printed on :
At : Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2015

31st March 2014 31st March 2015
Current Assets

3,289 Debtors 557
1,627 VAT Control 1,640

24,219 Current Bank A/c 14,346
77,664 Deposit Bank A/c 87,755
80,008 Fixed Deposit A/c 80,008

186,808 184,305

186,808 184,305Total Assets
Current Liabilities

327 Creditors 60
200 Accruals 200
527 260

186,281 184,045Total Assets Less Current Liabilities
Represented By

34,029 General Reserves 42,329
4,000 EMR Noticeboards 3,980

81,001 EMR Pavilion Upgrade 74,001
40,000 EMR New Burial Land 40,000
18,130 EMR HLS 15,766
1,342 EMR Clerks Gratuity 1,930
5,000 EMR Youth Facilities 5,000
2,779 Election Costs 1,040

186,281 184,045

and reflects its Income and Expenditure during the year.
The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the authority as at 31st March 2015

 ________________________________    Date : ___________________

________________________________     Date :____________________

Signed : Chairman
Signed : Responsible Financial 


