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WELLOW ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – MINUTES      01        
Wellow Village Hall:  Wednesday, 30th April 2014.  7.00pm 
 
Present:  Alan Clark, Tish Cochrane, Mike Derrick, Francis Feeney, Julie Jacobs, Jamie King, Ray 

Noble, Angela Ratcliffe (Vice-Chair), Phil Stenner.  
Attending: Cllr Gordon Bailey, Cllr Roy Perry, Angela Peters (NFNPA), Craig Daters (NFNPA), PCSO 

Jo Cole, Inspector Jackie Wilson, Lesley Weldon (Clerk) (LW) – Minutes. 
Apologies: John Saunders. 
Cc. (for information only): Cllr Tony Gentle. 
 
ITEM                       
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 Displays were provided by Community First Responders, Community Wildlife Project, 

Wellow Help/Lunch Club, St Margaret’s Church, Cricket, Football and Tennis Clubs 
and Wellow School. Parishioners were greeted with refreshments and were able to 
walk around the displays and talk to the representatives. 

  
001 
 
 

APOLOGIES 
As above. 
 

 

002 POLICE REPORT 
PCSO Jo Cole informed the meeting that she now sends out a weekly beat report. 
This is available by email and is on the Hampshire CC website.  Copies are sent to the 
Parish email address. Anyone requiring this report by email should contact PCSO Cole 
with their email addresses.  Neighbourhood Watch Groups help to keep crime figures 
down. For more information contact PCSO Cole. 
Inspector Jackie Wilson reported that it has been a challenging year and Test Valley 
BC has a low crime rate, which is one of the lowest in Hampshire.  Perpetrators in 
the Romsey area are particularly from Southampton, Totton and Winchester areas. 
She reiterated the challenges faced by rural areas and how PCSO Cole and her 
colleagues cover these areas.  
The Police had made successful arrests concerning the tapping of the National Esso 
pipeline. The vigilance of the public had contributed to the arrests.  
There is currently a particular market for power tools which has resulted in an 
increase in shed and garage break ins. 
In relation to public service cuts of £28m., the good news is that TVBC Police services 
have remained much the same. 
Flooding during the Winter months in TVBC area took a lot of time and resources. 
Q. What can the Police do with regard to vehicles with no road licenses? 
A. Cameras on Police vehicles can identify these vehicles and Police will stop them 
and report to DVLC for investigation. Police are more concerned with vehicles that 
do not have insurance and will prosecute offenders.    
        

 
 
 

003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
Cllr Gordon Bailey reported: 

i) Unemployment rates remain low in TVBC, compared to other areas. From 
recent figures, it would appear that confidence is returning and hope that 
the recent improvements in the economy continue. 

ii) Flooding, whilst inconveniencing many of TVBC residents in the 
Blackwater Ward, did not cause too many problems in Wellow. 

iii) The new TVBC Council office at the Old Magistrates Court in Romsey has 
been running successfully with no adverse comments received. HCC will 
be moving upstairs and a one stop community hub will be developed for 
residents and bring in the Romsey Citizens Advice Bureau with Test Valley 
Community Services. Once the project is complete, the estimated savings 
to TVBC is £111,000. 
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iv) The Test Valley Borough Development Plan went out to consultation 

earlier this year. The comments received are now being reviewed and it is 
hoped that this can be forwarded to the inspectors by the middle of the 
year. Blackwater remains as it is, with no areas outside the village marked 
for development, designated as countryside. Those areas designated are 
in the Romsey and Andover areas and not proving popular with residents. 
TVBC are expected to provide houses within the Borough under 
Government requirements.  

v) Several Wellow landowners put forward land for development which was 
not included in the Plan. 

vi) TVBC, in line with HCC, were able to keep the Council Tax at the same 
level as 2012.  This involved some shared service arrangements with 
Winchester City Council and HCC. Eg: shared Revenues and benefits, 
Internal Audit Service, Payroll and Transactional HR Services and IT 
Services. TVBC are also looking at other areas where cost cutting by 
cooperation can be achieved without loss of service to residents. 

Q. Is there TVBC Community Help in Wellow concerning the flooding damage? 
A. Cllr Bailey has inspected the area and the Clerk has sent information to residents 
known to be affected in Gazing Lane and Wellow Mill. 
 
Cllr Roy Perry provided a Power Point presentation outlining HCC services for 2013. 
(Appendix 1) 
Q. What youth provision is being provided in Romsey? 
A. The new sports centre, which is a single storey building and young people will be 
asked what they want. 
Q. Resident could not register for Stage 3 Highspeed Broadband 
A. Cllr Perry asked for details so that he can follow it up. 
Q. What will be done to prevent Church Lane flooding in the future? 
A. Work is being carried out at the bottom of the Lane. The majority of ditches are 
the responsibility of the landowners, not HCC. If ditches are not maintained by 
landowners, HCC will do so and subsequently bill the landowners. 
Cllr Perry mentioned the bulk purchase of energy, which can lead to significant 
savings. Residents should continue to report potholes. 
 

02 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

004 NFNPA WELLOW COMMUNITY WILDLIFE PROJECT  
Angela Peters, Community Wildlife Plans Project Officer provided a Power Point 
presentation of the work undertaken in Wellow, along the Blackwater and the Buxton 
Land. Areas of interest and concern have been identified and projects have included 
wildlife recording, fortnightly Himalayan Balsam pulling, water quality testing and a 
Wildlife Plan, which is a useful reference about the area resources and useful links. 
The Wellow Wildlife and Conservation Group require volunteers. Please contact 
Angela for information. 
Q. Landowners along the Blackwater can find it difficult to have people ‘tramping’ 
on their land.  It is possible to destabilise the river bank. Balsam is not a problem 
provided it is kept under control and areas are properly managed.  
A. It is difficult to get rid of Himalayan Balsam, but if pulled upstream, the seeds 
cannot settle further down and become dominant. Angela thanked the resident for 
his comments. 
Craig Daters, new ranger with New Forest National Park, introduced himself and 
outlined the rangers’ responsibilities to protect and preserve the Forest, including a 
visible presence and point of contact. To encourage people to enjoy the Forest in a 
responsible way. Rangers develop partnerships and community projects.  
Q. Have there been any dog fatalities in the New Forest due to Alabama Rot?  
A. This is not unique to the New Forest.  The Forestry Commission is trying to  
establish what the cause of it is.  Reassured residents that it affects a very small  
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percentage of dog walks. Of all dogs walked, there had been less than twenty cases 
reported. 
 

03 

005 
 
 

MINUTES 
RESOLVED: Minutes of 24th April 2013 to be signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
Q. What has developed concerning a 30mph speed limit on A36? 
A. the Highways Agency has advised that a 30mph limit is not possible. 
 

 

006 ANNUAL REPORT 
The Vice-Chair, Angela Ratcliffe, provided an informed presentation of the parish 
Council’s activities over the last year, including successes of Wellow’s Cricket, 
Football and Tennis clubs.  The Annual report (Appendix 2) provides an overview of 
the presentation and Financial summary. 
Phil Stenner was presented with a bottle of wine as special thanks for his outstanding 
contribution to the Parish. 
John Harris congratulated Tim Cater and Tim Hilton concerning Wellow Youth 
Football Club’s achievements and maintenance of Hatches Farm Sports Field. 
 

 

007 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Q. the roundabout in the Lower Common Road recreation ground is continually 
vandalised.  Is it value for money to keep repairing it? 
A. It will be expensive to remove and is considered a sentimental landmark. 
However, WPC will look at it. 
Q. Rev. Chris Pettet asked who has objected to the replacement pavilion and why? 
A. As no one volunteered their objections, parishioners present supported WPC to get 
on with replacing the pavilion. Parishioners want to be proud of this important focal 
point in the Village and want it to be used by other members in the Community, as 
well as Cricket.  
A. Can WPC investigate sources of funding? 
a. WPC outlined some of the regulations required by some grant organisations, but 
are endeavouring to look at sources, including the Lottery Fund. It was suggested 
WPC could borrow the money, but WPC do not want to spend any more Public 
money. 
Q. What is the Buxton Land worth? 
A. This land was bequeathed to the Parish and Angela Peters will define what needs 
doing. Species indicative of old and rich meadow are a valuable asset. Angela will 
investigate the possibility of a NFNPA grant to help with the management of the 
trees.  
Q. What is the Lengthsman Scheme? 
A. This this a scheme supported by HCC for parishes to work in partnership to provide 
assistance in maintaining footpaths, ditches, roadway signs and any other related 
projects. HCC provide £1,000 per year, and each parish in the partnership provide a 
further £1,000. 
Q. On the Balance Sheet, what/who are ‘Debtors’? 
A. They are where cheques issued by WPC have not yet been presented.  
Q. Why has WPC earmarked £40,000 for Burial Ground land purchase? 
A. WPC hopes to secure land near the Church as a Burial Ground for the future. The 
Church graveyard is now closed and the Parish Burial Ground has approximately 20 
years’ capacity. 
Q. Does WPC own the seat outside the Church? 
A. Yes. It is on the list for repair. 
Rev. Chris Pettet advised Parishioners that the 800th Anniversary of St Margaret’s 
Church is in 2015. This will make a great year for the community. He talked about 
various events and activities planned. 

 
 
 

Public participation at this meeting: approximately 75 Parishioners attended 


