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1.

Introduction

This Report highlights the main activities of the Parish Council 2016/2017.
Your Wellow Parish Councillors are:
Cllr Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair)
Cllr John Saunders (Vice-Chair)
Cllr Edmund Chesterton-Kay
Cllr Alan Clark
Cllr Trevor Grant
Cllr Mike Jones
Cllr Sue Jones
Cllr John Sampson
Cllr Harmeet Singh Brar
Cllr Philip Stehr
A full list of Councillor responsibilities is attached to this Report and can also be
viewed on the Parish website at www.wellowparish.org.uk
Councillor Trevor Grant was welcomed on to the Council in September and we are
currently in the process of recruiting another Councillor to replace Councillor
Caroline Evans who has recently resigned from the Council. We would like to thank
Caroline for all her hard work on behalf of Wellow residents.
As many of you will be aware, our Clerk, Lorraine Wheeler left her post just after last
year’s Annual Parish Meeting and we have been fortunate to recruit Sharon
Whitehouse as our Clerk. She has very quickly taken over the reins and keeps us all
very much in line! Sharon has been joined by Karen, our part-time Admin Assistant
and together they make a formidable team.
I would personally like to take this opportunity to thank all the Councillors who have
worked so hard during this past year on behalf of the residents of Wellow. The
Council has enjoyed an extremely busy year and whilst working on the general
everyday work, we have also been pushing ahead with various larger projects. All
members of the Council are unpaid volunteers, most of whom are also in full-time
employment and it is very much to their credit that they still find time, and are willing,
to offer their services to the community.
2.

Parish Council Activities

Oak Tree Carving and Bench – Lower Common Road Recreation Ground
In December 2016, the old oak tree bordering Lower Common Road was
transformed into a woodland carving/bench following the need for it to be felled. The
carving was paid for through a Grant from our Test Valley Ward Councillors and the
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generosity of a resident of Wellow. This extra seating is not only a practical addition
but also an attractive feature in the Recreation Ground.
Replacement of Wellow Cricket Pavilion
Designs for the replacement of the Wellow Cricket Pavilion have now been agreed
between the Council and the Cricket Club. Due to the original Planning consent
having expired, a Planning application for the new structure was submitted and this
was given approval in April 2017. It is intended that this project will commence
immediately following the end of this season’s fixtures and will be ready for the new
season in 2018. Plans for the exterior and interior of the building are available to
view this evening. As many of you will be aware, £80,000 has been set aside for
some time towards the replacement of the Pavilion and I am pleased to report that
the Council has also been successful in securing a further £23,443.80 through a
Funding Bid with Test Valley Borough Council’s Community Asset Fund. This
should ensure that we are able to complete the project to a high standard. In order
to cut back on costs where possible, Council members and members of the Cricket
Club will be lending a hand wherever possible, such as helping with the painting,
decorating – if anyone else would like to volunteer to help, you will be
enthusiastically welcomed!
Wellow Community Garden
The proposed design drawing for the new Wellow Community Garden which will be
established to the left hand side of the Cricket Pavilion in the Recreation Ground is
available to view this evening.
As shown on the design drawing, the idea is to install a circular path approximately
10 metres in diameter with seating areas placed at North, South, East and West and
a central planted area. Some of the seats will be back-to-back enabling a view of
either the garden or the cricket/play areas. A flagpole will be placed in the centre
which will create a sun dial effect with demarked lines in the paving delineating hours
of the day. The idea is to use planting that requires very little maintenance but with
year round effect.
Applications have been made for Grant Funding for this project which, if successful,
will commence in August this year. The work should take three to four weeks to
complete.
Wellow Neighbourhood Plan
Following an overwhelmingly positive response from residents in favour of creating a
Wellow Neighbourhood Plan, the Council has now appointed Mr Alan Wright as
Independent Chairman of the Steering Group to carry out this project and Cllr Trevor
Grant as Vice Chair. Although Alan is relatively new to the village, he brings with him
a wealth of experience having been involved in the preparation of a Neighbourhood
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Plan in his previous town. Over the coming weeks Alan and Trevor will be appointing
volunteer members to the main Steering Group and also to various Working Groups
who will be working on individual aspects of the Plan as well as defining particular
topics for the Neighbourhood Plan to concentrate on.
Other Activities
Wellow Common SSI
Wellow Parish Council owns and is responsible for the management of Wellow
Common which is part of the New Forest National Park and an SSSI (Site of Special
Scientific Interest). A detailed Management Plan covering the years 2010 to 2019
has been agreed with Natural England and the grant we receive from them is
£17,808 per year to cover the costs of implementing it. In the year 2016 to 2017
further gorse burning and rhododendron removal, as recommended by Natural
England, has been undertaken. In addition, the Monkey Jump access track and car
park has been re-surfaced along with drainage improvements and clearance of the
cattle grid at the A36 intersection. The Plantation Road Car Park has also been resurfaced and road side ditching repaired. The Parish Council is looking for
volunteers to help with removal of ragwort late next spring, please contact the Clerk
or Cllr Trevor Grant email: cllrtgrant@wellowparish.org.uk for more information or to
register your interest. In the coming year, after the ground nesting bird season ends
in July, further gorse and rhododendron clearance will continue along with removal of
ferns and some thinning of silver birch trees.
Responsible Dog Ownership on Wellow Common
The Parish Council has been working alongside other members of the Dogs Forum
to move towards engaging with users of the Common in a positive and dog walker
friendly way. ‘Clean up after your dog’ signs are displayed and we hope that dog
walkers will use the bins paid for and provided by the Parish Council to dispose of
dog litter. A request to keep to the main tracks during the ground nesting bird
season has been posted on the website, in the Parish newsletter and via Facebook.
Yellow signs which state all dogs must be on a lead from March to July have been
put out at entrance points.
If you witness someone letting their dog foul without cleaning it up afterwards in a
public place, or being irresponsible in allowing their dog to behave dangerously or
out of control, you should report this to the Parish Council or the Environmental
Health Team at Test Valley Borough Council. Include the name and address of the
person in charge of the dog (if known), a description of the dog, plus details of the
date, time and place of the offence.
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Footpaths
Wellow Parish is very lucky to have a total of 24 Public Rights of Way, more
commonly referred to as footpaths. These footpaths are designated with a unique
number for each Parish by the Hampshire Council Rights of Way department and a
copy of the map showing each footpath is attached. Wellow Parish Council normally
spends around £1,000 on footpath maintenance which is matched by Hampshire
Council through the ‘Lengthsman Scheme’.
Over the last 12 months the Parish Council has gained additional grant assistance of
£1,125 towards the cost of footpath maintenance. Major clearance and improvement
has concentrated on the most used footpaths as follows:
Footpath 7 (St Margaret’s Church to Foxes Lane) - major cut back of tree and
vegetation growth
Footpath 17 (Gazing Lane to footpath 18)- reforming of the drainage ditch, laying
of hard core on path, major cut back of tree and vegetation growth and removal of
fallen tree
Footpath 18 (Romsey Road to Buttons Lane) - major cut back of tree and
vegetation growth
Footpath 22 (Foxes Lane to Scallows Lane) – extending the ‘board walk’ by a
further nine metres, through poorly drained areas and major cut back of tree and
vegetation growth.
Further improvements are planned in the coming year for Footpath 22 with metal
kissing gates replacing the stile and improvements to the drainage/walkway on
Footpath 7.
If and when footpath issues are encountered by parishioners this can be reported via
the
Hampshire
Rights
of
Way
online
system
at:
http://localviewmaps.hants.gov.uk/LocalViewMaps/Sites/ROWOnline/ as well as
informing the Parish Council.
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Litter Picking
We have again needed to spend money in the last year to clear litter and fly tipping
from around the Parish. The Council has litter picking equipment and more
volunteers are required on a regular basis to help keep the Parish free of litter and
grime.
The Council would like to thank those parishioners who are active themselves
clearing litter, in particular Fiona Mobbs, who has recently been litter picking around
Wellow. Fiona has a Facebook site where she keeps followers up to date on her
latest litter picking activities.
The Council had some response from last year’s request for volunteer assistance in
litter picking. However, due to safety requirements there needs to be a minimum
number of volunteers in a group collecting together, so there is still a need for more
volunteers to take further steps. The Parish Council has provisionally set aside 20th
May as a date for organising a Wellow ‘clean up’. If you are interested in getting
involved please contact the Clerk or Cllr John Sampson email:
cllrjsampson@wellowparish.org.uk to register your interest. Refreshments will be
provided.
Play Area, Lower Common Road Recreation Ground
The play area in the Recreation Ground continues to be very popular. The play
equipment is regularly monitored and during the past year new chain guards have
been fitted on the Junior swings, new rubber bumpers fitted on the see-saw and a
safety warning/information sign placed on the Basketball pitch. My thanks to Cllr
Sue Jones for her work to ensure that the Play Area is safe and fit for purpose.
Hatches Farm, Sports Ground
Fencing repairs have been completed along the boundary nearest to the Trim Trail,
as well as to the front entrance. The old parish notice board was handed over to the
sports clubs in August for their use. Wellow Youth Football Club continues to lease
the pavilion and manage the football facility.
Remembrance Sunday – 13th November 2016
There was an excellent attendance, led by veterans and young people from the
village for this year’s Remembrance Day Service at the Wellow Memorial. After the
Parade, refreshments provided by Parish Councillors, were served at Wellow Village
Hall. Thank you to everyone involved with the preparations for all their help.
Wellow Area Poppy Appeal 2016
Phil Stenner continues as the Poppy Appeal Organiser for Wellow and District British
Legion and the 2016 Appeal raised £5,042.92.
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As always, the organiser wishes to say a big thank you to all who supported the
appeal, especially the house to house collectors and local businesses who had a
collecting tin on their counter. Special thanks go to Frank Moody who kindly donated
a quantity of his book 'Wartime Memories' for sale in aid of the Poppy Appeal.
Bus Shelters
Regular cleaning and maintenance work continues on the Parish bus shelters. The
wooden shelter on Lower Common Road which was damaged by vandalism has
recently been repaired. Quotes have been obtained for replacing the cover of the
notice board in the A27 Shootash bus shelter which has also been vandalised.
Parish Newsletter and Website
A new style Nightingale Times has been introduced this year to very positive
feedback. The new editor Cllr Trevor Grant is keen to engage with the community
and we had an excellent response from Parishioners in reply to our plea for letters of
support for the Community Garden funding bid. Also many of you took the time to let
us know about your concerns on speeding in the Parish which was much
appreciated. The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to pass on its
thanks to Lesley Weldon who had continued to be involved with the production of the
Parish Newsletter long after she had left the role of Clerk.
Now that the office staff have found their feet a little, focus is being turned towards
keeping Parishioners informed on the latest issues via the website and social media.
Volunteers
The Parish Council is always in need of volunteers to support the many varied tasks
each year, including litter picking, footpath maintenance and general work around
the village. Please let the Clerk know if you are interested.
Parish Council Finances 2016/2017
The attached Balance Sheet for 2016/2017 at Appendix 1 shows that Wellow Parish
Council has total Assets, less Current Liabilities, of £219,619. This includes a
General Reserve of £33,372, which is in line with the recommendation that General
Reserves should be approximately 2/3rd’s of the Precept. Wellow Parish Council’s
2016/2017 Precept was £65,000. The remaining reserves are earmarked for future
projects as listed on the attached Balance Sheet.
The 2016/2017 figures used to produce these reports have been audited by the
Internal Auditor to the end of February 2017. Final accounts are due to be inspected
by the Internal Auditor towards the end of May and will be finalised in time to meet
the requirement to submit the annual return. BDO LLP, the External Auditor, has
requested the Wellow Parish Council annual return on or before 26th June 2017.
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Any person interested has the right to inspect the accounts and all related
documents. These documents are to be made available on reasonable notice by
application between the hours of 10.00am and 12.00 noon on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays commencing on 3rd July 2017 up to 11th August 2017.
Please contact the Clerk to make an appointment and for further details. Local
electors and their representatives have the right to question the External Auditor
about the accounts and object to the accounts or any item on them. Written notice of
an objection must first be given to the External Auditor and a copy sent to the
council/meeting. The External Auditor can be contacted for this purpose from 3rd July
2017 until 11th August 2017. Additional charges will be made by the External Auditor
for any time spent on electors’ questions or objections.
Accounts are shown at Appendices 1 and 2. Detailed accounts are available on
request. Monthly Income and Expenditure Reports can be viewed on the Parish
Website along with the Council’s Minutes.
Grants
The Parish Council is able to offer small Grants to local organisations. During the
past year we have awarded the following: Victim Support £100; Wellow Village Hall
£500; St. Margaret’s Church £300; West Wellow Scout Group £200; Wellow School
£200; The Mountbatten School £200.
If you are involved with a local voluntary group or charitable organisation that might
benefit from a grant from the Parish Council, please see our website for further
details and application forms. Alternatively, contact the Clerk.

Mrs Gaye Chesterton-Kay
Chairman, Wellow Parish Council

3.

Representation on External Committees and Bodies

Wellow Primary School

Gaye Chesterton-Kay/Harmeet Singh
Brar
Parish John Saunders

Test Valley Association of
Councils
Hampshire Association of Local Schools
Village Hall Committee
Roke Manor & Squabb Wood Liaison
Panels
New Forest Association/North East
Quadrant
New Forest Panel
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4.

Parish Council Members and Officers
4.1

Parish Council Members’ Responsibilities 2016/17
Please see attached Appendix 3

4.2

Parish Council Officers
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer: Mrs Sharon Whitehouse
Parish Office, Wellow Village Hall, Buttons Lane, West Wellow, SO51 6BR
Tel: 01794 323275
E-mail: clerk@wellowparish.org.uk
Public drop-in hours: 10-00–12 noon Tues, Wed and Thurs.

Reports from Wellow Sports Clubs 2016/17
WELLOW & PLAITFORD CRICKET CLUB
Last year Wellow & Plaitford Cricket Club Adult Team were again able to return to
the Hampshire League. The season went well, particularly with regards to Lee
Palmer's batting skills, Tom Farr's bowling and Lewis Oliver's batting and bowling
skills. At the end of the season they took the title for their division and have now
been promoted to a higher league for this season.
For the Colts there was a good intake at the U9 age group and were able to play a
good mixture of abilities and ages, and still finished mid table against stronger teams
with district and County players. The U11 age group worked well together and had a
great season finishing 3rd in the league with a historic victory over Totton & Ealing.
The U13 age group however had a hard season due to both bad weather and being
short of players. However they were supported by a number of U11's and U9 players
and managed to finish off the season.
For the coming year, all Colt training will take place on a Wednesday evening. There
will also be the running of the new "All Stars" cricket program that the ESB are
heavily promoting, which is aimed at children aged 5-8 years old who are new to
cricket. Wellow School is also taking part in the "Chance to Shine" program which is
also run through the ESB and will hopefully encourage more children to join the club.
So we are all looking forward to a new and challenging season for both the Adult and
Colt teams.
Please come and join us to either to play in one of our teams or just to join as a
social member and have a good afternoon watching cricket on the village green.
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WELLOW YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB
Wellow Youth Football Club has had yet another successful year providing team
football for children in and around the Wellow area. In the eight years since the club
was formed with just two sides, we have now expanded to over 150 regular
participants split between nine sides that represent the village at ages ranging from
under 7 to under 18’s. The club also continues to encourage and help our coaches to
get their FA Coaching badges, and provides fully qualified coaches to help with
training at all levels of the club, and we have also seen some members get their
referee qualifications.
In the last Season, Hatches Farm has seen thousands of people either participate or
watch competitive football matches, as well as similar numbers of people coming
along to our weekly training sessions that continue throughout the year. Despite rain
and waterlogged pitches, it has been yet another year of the facility being fully used
by the community, and in addition we continue to see groups of youths coming along
to use the goals outside our normal training sessions.
Although the philosophy and ethos of the club is very much centred on participation
and player development rather than ‘winning at all costs’, this has still been a good
year for several of our sides.
All of our sides have had good wins this season, with the under 11’s currently having
reached the semi-final of their cup, and the Under7’s, 8’s and 9’s all having very
successful seasons with each side only losing a few of their games. Our Under 18’s
have had some notable wins including a Hampshire Cup victory over a Bournemouth
Academy side, and wins over our nearby rivals Romsey Town.
All in all, yet another year of good football and expansion for the Wellow Youth
Football Club.

WELLOW TENNIS CLUB
Wellow Tennis Club started up in 1987 so this year will be our 30th anniversary.
There have been up and downs in membership but we continue to do reasonably
well and still have a good number of members who have been with us since 1987.
Every Club though loses members for various reasons so we need to continually
recruit to keep the club going. Wellow play in a league called the Sarum league
(based around Salisbury) which started in 1986 and when you look at the early
league tables, they were full of small village clubs like Wellow. Now that those village
clubs are few and far between as a lot have now folded. As well as tennis fading in
popularity, there has been a move to the big tennis centres (such as David Lloyd).
Wellow is fortunate to still have a thriving club but there is no guarantee that it will
always be there without more members and village support.
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Last season was a good one for the Club in league tennis. In the Sarum League (a
mixed league with each team consisting of 2 men and 2 ladies) the A team finished
2nd in Div 1 in the summer and 3rd in the winter (the highest positions since the early
90’s) while the B team won Div 2 and just missed out on promotion in the winter. The
C team continued to offer competitive inter club competition to everyone and is still
the breeding ground for talent for the first two main teams. The Ladies team did very
well and won promotion to the top Southampton division while the Apsley (4 men
and 4 ladies) did well in Division 1 of that league.
Social tennis sessions continued to be well supported and popular. The Club has a
great reputation for welcoming people of all levels into our sessions which we are
very proud of. Small social club tournaments were held throughout the year where
players from all levels compete together in a great atmosphere.
On the junior front, we were disappointed that the work the Romsey coach was doing
at Wellow School stopped but understand that funding for sport in schools made it
difficult. The Club is doing something with a few juniors (free of charge) but we would
like to do more. Attracting a coach though is almost impossible. Again, it is easier for
a coach at the big tennis centres with indoor facilities so that is where they want to
work. Offering coaching (particularly juniors) is still our biggest disappointment but
it’s not through lack of effort. The solution is very difficult to find.
One final part of the Club is “Pay and Play”. The Club’s contract with the Council
made the Club responsible for managing “Pay and Play” and the Club needs the
revenue from this to help offset the rent to the Council. Last year was disappointing
for a number of reasons and something we must work on this year.
A good year but with some concerns for the future which we will continue to work on.
New members always welcome!

WPC Annual Parish Meeting 26.04.2017

Printed on : 12/04/2017

Wellow Parish Council 2016/17

At : 10:55

Balance Sheet as at 1st April 2017

31st March 2016

31st March 2017
Current Assets

0

Debtors

2,993

VAT Control

421

Prepayments

375
2,545
288

7,411

Current Bank A/c

33,808

47,910

Deposit Bank A/c

58,285

150,008

Fixed Deposit A/c

125,008

208,743

220,309

208,743 Total Assets

220,309

Current Liabilities
1,952

Creditors

390

6,400

Accruals

300

8,352

690

200,391 Total Assets Less Current Liabilities

219,619

Represented By
33,584 General Reserves

33,372

80,001 EMR Pavilion Upgrade

80,001

45,000 EMR New Burial Land

45,000

15,766 EMR HLS

22,206

5,000 EMR Youth Facilities

7,000

1,040 Election Costs

1,040

10,000 EMR Neighbourhood Plan

13,500

10,000 EMR Hatches Farm

15,000

0 EMR Community Garden

2,500

200,391

219,619

The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the authority as at 1st April 2017
and reflects its Income and Expenditure during the year.
Signed :
Chairman
Signed :
Responsible
Financial

________________________________

Date : ___________________

________________________________

Date :____________________

Wellow Parish Council 2016/17
Income and Expenditure Account for Year Ended 31st March 2017
31st March 2016

31st March 2017
Income Summary

60,000

Precept

65,000

579

Interest

1,697

60,579

Sub Total

66,697

Operating Income
87
0

Administration
Grants and Projects

407
1,125

2,323

Lower Common Rd Rec Ground

2,002

1,905

Hatches Farm Sports Field

3,532

17,743

West Wellow Common - HLS Agree

5,601

Burial Ground

88,238

Total Income

17,808
4,600
96,172

Running Costs
9,101

Administration

11,717

17,806

Employees

19,667

(1,303)

Equipment

0

2,873
0

Grants and Projects
Capital Schemes/Asset Man

7,474

Lower Common Rd Rec Ground

5,689

Hatches Farm Sports Field

4,394

6,811
1,524

Environmental Schemes
Highways

6,239
2,110

158
0
15,665
2,800
3,294
71,892

5,677
1,883
10,962

War Memorial

50

West Wellow Common

26

West Wellow Common - HLS Agree
Burial Ground
EMR

Total Expenditure

11,368
2,852
0
76,944

General Fund Analysis
42,329

Opening Balance

33,584

88,238

Plus : Income for Year

96,172

130,567
71,892

Less : Expenditure for Year

58,674

129,756
76,944
52,812

25,090

Transfers TO / FROM Reserves

19,440

33,584

Closing Balance

33,372

Councillor Responsibilities
Chair
Vice-Chair
Clerk/Parish Council Officer
Environmental Working Group
 Common Management
 Buxton Land
 Trees
 Burial Ground
Commoners Defence
Communication Working Group
 Newsletter
 Website/Social Media
 Community engagement
Finance Working Group
 Budget Management
 Grants
Hatches Farm Working Group
 Sports Pavilion
 Football Pitches & surrounding areas
 Trim trail
Hampshire Association of Local Councils
(HALC)
Highways Working Group
 Footpaths and Licensed sites
 Public transport
 Community Speedwatch
 Lengthsman Scheme
Lower Common Road Recreation Ground
Working Group
 Recreation Ground
 Existing Pavilion
 Play Area
 Community Garden
Planning & General Purposes Committee

 Flooding
 Minerals and Waste Plan
i.
Roke & ii. Squabb Wood
Neighbourhood Planning Working Group
Policy and Staffing Working Group
New Forest Association
New Forest North East Quadrant
New Forest Consultative Panel
Test Valley Assoc of Parish Councils (TVAPC)
Village Hall PC representative
Wellow School PC representative
Wellow Parish Lower Common Road
Recreation Ground Community Pavilion
Construction Working Group
Gypsy & Traveller Liaison

APPENDIX 3
Gaye Chesterton-Kay
John Saunders
Sharon Whitehouse
Sue Jones/Mike Jones/John Sampson/Ed Chesterton-Kay
Phil Stehr
Harmeet Singh Brar
Trevor Grant – Editor
Harmeet Singh Brar/Clerk
Harmeet Singh Brar
John Saunders
Phil Stehr
John Sampson
Ed Chesterton-Kay
Harmeet Singh Brar
Trevor Grant
John Saunders
Alan Clark
John Saunders
Harmeet Singh Brar
Clerk
John Sampson/Alan Clark/Mike & Sue Jones
Harmeet Singh Brar/John Sampson/Trevor Grant
Gaye Chesterton-Kaye
Harmeet Singh Brar/John Sampson
Gaye Chesterton-Kay
Mike Jones
John Saunders
Sue Jones
Ed Chesterton-Kay/John Sampson
John Saunders (Chair)
Mike Jones
Harmeet Singh Brar
Phil Stehr
Gaye & Ed Chesterton-Kay
Sue Jones
Alan Clark
Harmeet Singh Brar/John Sampson
Mike Jones/Sue Jones
Phil Stehr/Harmeet S Brar/Trevor Grant
Gaye Chesterton-Kay (Chair)
John Saunders
Phil Stehr
Mike Jones
Harmeet Singh Brar
Alan Clark/Harmeet Singh Brar/Trevor Grant
John Saunders/John Sampson/Harmeet Singh Brar
Gaye Chesterton-Kay
Gaye Chesterton-Kay/Harmeet Singh Brar
John Saunders
Ed Chesterton-Kay
Alan Clark
Gaye Chesterton-Kay
Sue Jones
Harmeet Singh Brar/Alan Clark
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